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Christian must feel the sentiment of 


- (Concladed.) 


| th evangelical poet,— 


yet 


+ 


point 


it.causes anxious thought; 


T long t6 know; 


Dol love the Lord or no, 
Am his, or am I not? 


- From these’ observations you will now easily 
peréeive in the fourth place, that the test by 


which 


aré to 


try yourselves is none other 


than thé Word of God.- ‘It is by this same word 
that’men will be judged at the last day. (John 
xii. 48.) And surely you should now examine 
by it, how you are prepared to meet that judg- 
ment. ° Here you find an unerring standard,— 


truth’ without mixture of error. 
law’ ‘and to the testimony. 
Search the Scriptures, and bring your hearts| . 


Go then to the 
Isaiah viii. 20. 


_ and ways to a comparison with them, nor rest 
satisfied till you can produce Scripture evi- 
defité; as the reason of the hope that is in you. 

‘Still farther, let us-in the fifth place, entreat 


éu to beware that you go not about this so- 
ymin matter without humble, fervent, and be- 


lieving prayer, for the aid and influence of the 
Holy*Spirit. James i. 5. Your minds are 
natura@ily'dark, and he algne who first com- 
manded fight to shine out of darkness, can 


fe into your hearts, and so shine upon his 


word; as'to bring you to see yourselves as in a 
glass‘ correctly. 
cond ‘chapter of the first Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, from the 10th verse, you will perceive 
that no man, unaided by the Spirit of God, can 
attain to’a correct knowledge of divine things, 
but that this Spirit searchefh all things. Happy 
for you, he is promised to convince of sin, and 
to guide into all truth; and is given for these 


purposes to them that ask Him. 


If you read with care the se- 


John xvi. 8, 


13; Luke xi. 13. Let your prayer then be 
that of David, “‘Séarch me, O God, and know 
my heart: try me, and know my thoughts; and 
_see“if there be any wicked way in me, and 


29. 


lead me ‘in the way everlasting.” Psal. cxxxix. 


We would now, in conclusion, urge you by 


two 


powerful motives to enter on, and to follow 


up, thé investigation of your state before God. 
Consider then, first, if you are indecd the 
genuine’ people of God; examination will tend 
niuch to‘forward you with rejoicing on your 
way to heaven. 
the trial of it; but it shines more clearly. If 
you find you have Scripture evidence for be- 
, lieving that you have passed from death unto 
life, why should you go mourning all your days? 
Yout best friend says, “ Rejoice in the Lord, ye 
righteous, for praise iseomely for the upright.” 
You have reason to rejoice that you have been 
brought from the “‘fearfyl pit and miry clay” 
of a state of nature, and that your feet have 
beén set upon a rock, Christ Jesus, and your 
ways have been established in the road to Zion. 
You have reason also to rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. “Be ye steadfast and immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour shall! not 
be in vain in the Lord. Be ye faithful to the 


death, and the 


life.” 


Pure gold loses nothing by 


Lord will give you a crown of 


Consider, as a second motive, that if you find 
you are in the gall of bitterness, and in bonds 
of iniquity, the disclosure, however distressing, 


will tend to your best interests. 


Could there 


be any thing*more ruinous to you, than to say, 
“Peace, peace, when God has not spoken 


peace?” nay, when he is angry with you 
every day?! You might,indeed, glide down the 
stream of time in a state of insensibility for a 
little ; but soon, very soon, would you arrive at 
a fearful percipice, and downward plunge at 
once into everlasting sorrow. ‘Then would you 


learn. the awful secret of your being without 


Christ and without: salvation, but mercy would 
be clean gone for ever, the Lord would be fa- 
vourable no niore, and the impenitent must lie 
down in everlasting despair. 


But now it is not too late. 


If you know that 


you are miserable and guilty sinners, and awake 
in alarm under the conviction of it, you may 
also know that “Christ Jesus came into the 


world to save sinners,” and that he says, ‘“‘ Look 


unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 


earth, for I'am God, and besides me there is none 


"Iga. xlv. 22. “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”—<Acts 


xvi. 31. You shall be saved from the guilt of 
sin, “for there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus.”—Rom. viii. 1. 
shall be saved from the pollution of sin ; for he 
says, “A new heart will I give you, and a right 
spirit will I put within you.”—Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
You shall be saved from the power of sin, for 
he says, “Sin shall not have dominion over 
you.”——Rom. vi. 14.. And you shall be saved 
fromthe punishment of sin, “ For God so loved 
the world, ‘that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.”—John iii. 16. 


* What is the subject of this essay? What is 
the text?” What four things should we prove ? 
What especially? What kind of creatures are 
we that we should do so? What says the Lord 
on this subject ?. Where must we all appear ? 


You 


_ QUESTIONS ON THIS ESSAY. 


What will-Satan try ? 


How are we 'to prove ourselves? Is it by 
comparison with our fellow-creatures? Why 
not? Is it by our former selves?) Why 
not?’ May we be reformed and not 


| spirit of God brought to my remembrauce 1 Cor. 


regenerat- 


THE PROFITS 


‘influence? What. part of the Scripture shows. 
the necessity of the Holy Spirit to. teach us the 
things.of, God 1 What is the first motive to in- 
pan “ae prove ourselves? What is the se- 


EXPERIENCE. 
VOI. A 
‘EXPERIENCE XV. 


‘Having found much formality in my duties 
on the sabbath, and seeing myself lost in them, 
[ put the question to my soul, What if thou die 
this night? Whatisthy hope? How wilt thou 
appear before God? Righteousness of thine 
own thou hast none to trust to; thou seest how 
thou sinnest every day, and how full of sin thy 
best duties are—Upon this inquiry, the good 


CHR’ | 


‘i. 30. “God hath made Christ unto us right- 
eousness;” and Jer. xxiii.6. ‘This is the 
name by which he shall be called, the Lord 
[orig. Jenovau] our righteousness,” which was 
comfort to me; and inquiring what warrant I 
had to believe myself a sharer in this, and that 
I stand accepted of God by virtue of this right- 
eousness, I saw from Rom. iii. 21, 22. “ that this 
righteousness is unto and upon all that believe.” 
Now through the Lord’s goodness, and to his 
praise be it spoken, I have oftimes found my 
heart (not only to long after pardon and renova- 
tion, but) to trust in Christ, and in God through 
him, for pardoning mercy and renewing grace, 
and all other good things. 


EXPERIENCE XVI. 


I found the Lord graciously present with me 
in my morning meditation on my bed, and my 
soul was much refreshed with Mr. Simond’s 
sermon. God spake a suitable word by him to 
my soul, from Mat. xv. 23. ‘* But he answered 


give an answer to.a gracious and well qualified 
prayer; 1. to correct our deafness to his voice; 
2. to put us upon more earnest seeking of him;, 
3. to exercise and try our graces.—God propor- 
tions mercies according to his delays, so they 
are the greater when given in. Sarah tarried 
long for a son, and then had an Isaac—so did 
Hannah, but then had a Samuel—so Elizabeth, 
but then hadaJohn. My heart rejoiced at this, 
hoping that God would give an high degree of 
brokenness of heart in his own due time, though 
at present my heart was hard ; and I remem- 
bered how hard Mr. Bradford’s heart was once, 
to his own sense; and how eminent he was 
afterwards for tenderness ; as Mr. Fox relates. 
God was very good this day. But O, how vile 
and sinful was I! I felt avery proud vain 
glorious heart, both in hearing and after ser- 
mon was done; but the Lord chastised me for 
it: for at night, when I preached in the chapel, 
the Lord forsook me ; I found no assistance of 
his Spirit either in prayer or preaching ; but was 
much confounded in both, having little or no 
sense of the things I spake of, or prayed for. 
We read of Naaman,* that he expected a mi- 
raculous way of cure; “I thought (said he) he 
will surely come out and stand, and call on the 
name of the Lord his God, and stsike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper.” So 
have I found myself apt to expect that the Spirit 
of God should mortif¥ and subdue sin in me, 
without my striving against it. But I have 
learned, itis the will of God that I should strive 
against sin, as well as pray and wait for his 
Spirit. God’s “ working in us to will and to 
do,” excludes not our endeavouring, Phil. ii. 
12,13. ‘* Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God which worketh 
sure.” 2 Cor. vil. 1. Having these promi- 
ses, let us cleanse ourselves from ali filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit.” 


* 2 Kings v. 11. 


SCRIPTURE DIFFICULTIES. 


_ Gen. iv. 15.—And the Lord set a mark upon 
ope lest any finding him should kill him.— 
Il conjectures concerning the mark which the 
Lord is here said to have set upon Cain must 
be vain and fruitless; for the Scripture, proper- 
ly translated, does not say that God set any 
mark upon him; but only that the Lord ap- 
pointed to Cain a sign or token; that is, the 
Lord gave him some sign or token to confirm 
what he had promised him: namely, that he 
should not be killed by every one that found 
him, which the 14th verse tells us, Cain feared 
would be the case. 
Ver. 16, 17.—And Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land o 
Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his 
wife, and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and 
he builded a city, and called the name of the 
city, after the name of his son, Enoch.—Ilt has 
been frequently asked, how Cain could have a 
wife, go into another land, and build a city, 
when there were no people in the world beside 
himself, his father and mother? To correct this 
mistake let it be observed, that although the 
Scripture does not expressly mention any other 
persons than those here referred to, yet that 
there were many others there is no room to 
doubt. ‘The death of Abel took place in the 
128th or 130th year of the world.—Now sup- 
posing Adam and Eve to have had no other 
sons than Cain and Abel in the year of the 
world 128, yet, as they had daughters married 
to these sons, their descendants would make a 
considerable figure on the earth. Supposing 
them to have been married in the 19th year of 


children, some males and some females, in the 
25th year. In the 50th year there might pro- 
ceed from them, in a direct line, 64 persons; 
in the 74th year there would be 572; in the 
98th year, 4096; in the 122nd year they would 
amount to 32,768: if to these we add the other 
children descended from Cain and Abel, their 
children, and their children’s children, we 
should have, in the aforesaid 128 years, 421, 
164 men, fully “grown, without reckoning the 
women, either old or young, or such as are 
under the age of seventeen. Such is the cal- 
culation of Dr. Dodd: but its accuracy, as re- 
marked by Dr. Clarke, may be disputed, be- 
cause there is no evidence that the antedilu- 
vian patriarchs began to have children before 
they were sixty-five years of age. Supposing, 
therefore, that, at the age of 130 years, Adam 
had £30 children, which is quite possible, and 


in.each successive year, the whole, as the doc- 


God? For what are we to pray when we 0 about | 
ination?) Why should we seek this | 


the world, they might easily have had each eight ' 
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her not a word.”——-God may sometimes defer to | - 


in you bot to will and to do of his good plea- |- 


_|some degree of saving faith for the pardon of 


of | stand before his justice; but say in their hearts 


each of these a child at 65 years of age, and one’ 
tor argues, in the-1 30th year of the world, would | 


evil.” 


PROFESSOR FRANCKE’S RULES 
For our conduet in company. 

Company offers many temptations to sin. If 
you- would preserve a good conscience in the- 
sight of God,remember that He, the Majesty of 
Heaven and Earth, is present; and that in 
such a situation, a soleéinn awe becomes you. 
Never speak of your enemies except in love, 
for their good, and the honour of Gods) © | 
Do not speak.much. When.it is necessary 
to say any thing, do it respectfully, advisedly, 
and kindly. Always speak with earnestness, 
with clearness, and deliberation. 
Do not make the things of. this world a sub- 
ject of conversation, except when God may be 
honoured, or good done to your neighbour 
thereby. 
Avoid all severe and reproachful language, 
and every thing that might excite evil feeling. 
Inquire of a friend whether you ever offend in 
this way ; for you may do it unconsciously. 
Profanity is a great sin. If you use the 
name of God, do it with reverence, as if in his 
presence. Never make the name of God or 
Christ a mere by-word. He who honours God 
“ his heart, will not dishonour Him with his 
ips. 
Be cautious, in narrating any thing, that you 
adhere strictly to truth. ‘Men sometimes sup- 
ply some circumstances from their own inven- 
tion, which their memory has not retained. 
Think afterwards whether you have not in 
your conversation done this. 
Trifling jests and anecdotes do not become a 
christian. When you are in conversation, 
avoid speaking of yourself, or desiring so to do. 
Never change the conversation from a pro- 
fitable subject. Much is to be learnt, both in 
the discipline of the mind and in the collection 
of facts, by much conversation on the same 
topic. 
Never interrupt a person who is speaking, 
and be silent if you yourself are interrupted. 
If you would reprove another for some mis- 
conduct, take care first to conquer the fear of 
man. But it is well, beforehand, to think of 
your own defects, that you may reprove with 
meekness, and with love. , 
Avoid unnecessary mirth. All laughter is 
not sinful, but it should be the mark of a peace- 
ful, and joyful, not a trifling state of mind. If 
others laugh at foolish jests, and improper ex- 
pressions, do not join with them. If they are 
not pleasing to God, why should they be to you? 
If you laugh with those who delight in these 
things, you are a partaker of their sin; if, on 
the contrary, you preserve a grave countenance, 
you reprove them. 

Cultivate a talent for directing conversation, 
in a proper channel. : 
Never think more highly of yourself, than of 
another, on account of any advantage of sta- 
tion which you may possess. Both of you are 
dust and ashes, and equal in the sight of God. 
Love is humble, and secures the respect and 
friendship of others; but a haughty man is 
disagreeable to all. 
Remain not a moment in society, when your 
only object is, that you may thus pass time 
away. 


For the Presbyterian. 


SELECTIONS. 


| No. IV. 

The righteousness of Christ imputed to a be- 
liever, frees him from the obligation of yielding 
obedience to be his justifying righteousness, 
but adds an infinite obligation to obedience in 
point of gratitude ; purchasesand procures grace 
for enabling to obey to all the other ends there- 
of, expiates the imperfection of his personal 
obedience, and renders its sincerity acceptable. 
—Glascock. 

All that Antinomianism which the Orthodox 
preachers of free grace are falsely charged with, 
lies here; because they maintain that the first 
thing a convinced sinner is to eye, in his turr- 
to God, is the free grace and mercy of God in 
Christ for the pardon of sin. Evangelical con- 
viction leads him to a reliance upon Christ, in 


all his sins, and this faith begets in him a se- 
cret hope of pardon, and is the spring of ali 
after sanctification, viz. of mortification of sin, 
of repentance, and of all new obedience: Let 
it be remembered as the main thing we con- 
tend about, that we begin our religion at the 
grace of God, and do not think to ground our 
faith in Christ upon any legal preparations, or 
works of our own. Titus, iii. 5, 6.—T. Cole. 
Seeing men cannot get the doctrine of God’s 
justice blotted out of the bible, yet it is such 
an eye sore to them that they strive to blot it 
out of their minds; and they ruin themselves 
by presuming on his mercy, while they are not 
careful to get a righteousness wherein they may 


‘<The Lord will not do good, neither will he do 
Zeph. i. 12.— Boston. 
It is athing to be lamented, that a Christian, 
born for heaven, having the prize of his high 
calling set before him, and matters of that 
weight andexcellency to exercise his heart upon, 
should be taken up with trifles, and fill both his 
head and his heart with vanity and nothing, as 
all earthly things will prove ere long. Yet if 
many men’s thoughtsand discourses were distill- 
ed, they are so frothy that they would hardly 
yield one drop of true comfort.—Svbs. 
He that looks not for much from the creature, 
can never be deceived. He that looks for much 
from God shall be sure to have his desires an- 
swered and satisfied, he shall never fall short of 
his expectations. —Preston. 


FRANCIS JUNIUS, 

A learned person, known by his Latin transla- 
tion of the Old Testament from the Hebrew, 
with his associate Tremellius, confesseth of him- 
self, that he was in his younger years much as- 
saulted with a profane distrust of the providence 
of God; till being in extreme danger of his 
life in a tumult at Lyons, and being wonderful- 
ly preserved, he was constrained to acknow- 
ledge a divine providerce therein: after which, 
by his fathers advice, he began to peruse the 
New Testament, of which he writeth thus: 
‘When I opened the New Testament, I first 
fixed my eyes on that most august chapter with 
which St. John begins his Gospel: “ In the be- 
ginning was*the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” I read part of 
the chapter, says he, and was soon convinced 
that the divinity of the argument, and the ma- 
jesty and authority of the style, did far excel 
all the eloquence and art of human writings: 
my whole body trembled, my mind was aston- 
ished, and I was so affected all that day, that 
I knew not where, or what I was. O my God, 
thou wast mindful of mie, according to the mul- 
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number sufficient ; 


| soul is wholly passive, and others that it is ac- 


Forthe Presbyterian, 
_. THE BIBLE. 
(From my Note-Book. ) 
I have never met with so good a description 
of the Bible in so small a compass as the fol- 
lowing. | 


_A. nation must be~truly blessed, if it were 
governed by no other laws than those of this 
blessed Book, it is so complete a system, that 
nothing can be added to or taken from it; it 
contains every thing needful to be known or 
done ; it affords acopy for a king, and a rule 
fora subject; it gives instruction and counsel 
to a senate, authority and direction to a magis- 
trate ; it cautions a witness, requires an impar- 
tial verdict of a jury, and furnishes a judge with 
his sentence; it sets the husband as lord of the 
household, and the wife as the mistress of the 
table ; tells him how to rule, and her how to 
manage. It entails honour to parents, and en- 
joins obedience upon children; it prescribes 
and limits the sway of the sovereign, the rule 
of the ruler, and sola of the master ; com- 
mands the subjects to honour, and the servants 
to obey ; and promises the protection and bles- 
sing of its author to all that walks by its rules. 
It gives directions for weddings, and for burials; 
it promises food and raiment, and limits the use 
of both; it points out a faithful and eternal 
guardian to the departing husband and father ; 
tells him with whom to leave his fatherless chil- 
dren, and in whom his widow is to trust; and 
promises a father to the former, and a husband 
to the latter. It teaches a man how he ought 
to set his house in order, a.:4l how to make his 
will; it appoints a dowry for the'wife, and en- 
tails the right of the first born, and shows how 
the younger branches shall be felt. It de- 
fends the right of all, and reveals vengeance 
to the defrauder, over-reacher, and oppressor. 
It is the first book, the best book, and the oldest 
book in the world. It contains the choicest 
matter, gives the best instruction, and affords 
the greatest pleasure and satisfaction that ever 
were revealed. It fontains the best laws, and 
profoundest mysteries that ever were penned. 
It brings the best of tidings, and affords the best 
of comforts to the inquiring and disconsolate. 
It exhibits life and immortality, and shows 
the way toeverlasting glory. It isa brief reci- 
tal of all that is past, and a certain prediction of 
all that is f& come. It settles all matters in 
debate, resolves all doubts, and eases the mind 
and conscience of all their scruples. It re- 
veals the only living and true God, and shows 
the way to him ; and sets aside all other gods, 
and describes the vanity of them, and of all that 
put their trust inthem. In short, it is a book of 
laws, to show rightand wrong; a book of wisdom 
that condemns all folly, and makes the foolish 
wise; a book of truth, that detests all lies, and 
confutes all errors, and a book of life that shows 
the way from everlasting death. It isthe most 
compendious book inall the world ; the most au- 
thentic and entertaining history that ever was 


ties, strange events, wonderful occurrences, he- 
roic decds, and unparalelled wars. It describes 
the celestial, terestaal and infernal worlds, and 
the origin of the angelic myriads, human tribes, 
and infernal legions. It will instruct the 
most skilful mechanic, and the finest artist; it 
will teach the best rhetorician, and exercise 
every power of the most expert arithmetician ; 
puzzle the wisest anatomist and exercise the 
nicest critic. It corrects the vain philosopher, 
and guides the wise astronomer, it exposes the 
subtle sophist, and makes diviners mad. It isa 
complete code of laws, a perfect body of divinity, 
ar unequalled narrative ; a book of lives, a book 
of travels, a book of voyages. It is the best cove- 
nant that ever was agreed on, the best deed that 
ever was settled, the best evidence that ever 
was produced, the best will that ever was made, 
and the best testament that ever was signed. 
To understand it, is to be wise indeed; tobe 
ignorant of it, is to be destitute of wisdom. It 
is the king’s best copy, the magistrate’s best 
rule, the housewife’s best guide, the servant’s 
best directory, and the young man’s best com- 
panion. It is the school boy’s spelling-book, 
and the learned man’s master piece. It con- 
tains a choice grammar for a novice, and a pro- 
found treatise for a sage; it is the ignorant 
man’s dictionary. It affords knowledge of witty 
inventions for the ingenious, and dark sayings 
for the. grave ; and it isitsown interpreter. It 
encourages the wise, the warrior, the racer and 
the overcomer; and promisesan eternal reward 
to the conqueror. And that which crowns all 
is, that the Author is “without hypocrisy, in 
whom is no invariableness, nor shadow of turn- 
? 


ing 


NEW HAVEN DIVINITY. 


FALSE VIEWS OF REGENERATION. 
Regeneration, or as it is termed by olde: di- 
vines, vocation, or effectual calling, is plainly 
exhibited in Scripture, as the work of the Holy 
Spirit. To be “born again,” “ born of the 
Spirit,” “ born of God,” made “ a new creature,” 
are phrases, which, while they indicate the na- 
ture, truth and greatness of the change wrought 
in every soul that passes from death to life, show 
at the same time, that God, the Holy Spirit, is 
the sole and Almighty Author, of that change. 
There have been different sentiments entertain- 
ed respecting the part which man himself sus- 
tains in regeneration ; some judging that the 


tive inthis work. But, probably, this differ- 
ence, with many, is morein words than in their 
real views of the thing itself. Viewing the soul 
as essentially active in its nature, it is conclu- 
ded, on the one hand, that it must necessarily 
be active in regeneration; and on the’ other 
hand, regarding it as spiritually dead, and inca- 
pable of acting from a principle of spiritual life, 
until quickened by the Spirit of God, it is in- 
ferred that it must be passive in this change. 
Both conclusiens, in a certain sense, are true. 
It is true, that the exercise of the natural facul- 
ties is not suspended; the soul understands 
and feels; and in this sense it is active. It is 
also true, that it does not act from a holy prin- 
ciple before the Spirit applies his quickenmg 
power ; regeneration viewed as the spipitual 


nature, spiritual or holy activity; the soul is not 
the agent in producing the new birth ; and in 


a 


a 


titude of thy mercies, and in pity broughtest 


‘4 ‘ 


different points from which they view the same 


published ; it contains the most early antiqui- | 


birth of the soul, precedes, in the order of 


subject; instructed by the same Bible, and 
taught by the same Spirit, they cordially agree 
in admitting that the change is not effected by 
human power, but by the divine power and 
agency of the Spiritof God. - | 
But the New Haven Divinity excludes the: 
idea of any change in the soul in regeneration 
which does not “consist in action :”—conse- 
quently, that there is no new habit, disposition, 
or principle, produced by the Holy Spirit, prior 
in the order of nature to holy, or spiritual ac- 
tion. So that according to this view, the soul 
enters upon a new and holy course of action, 
without any previous tendency or disposition to 
that course, without such a change in its state 
as causes it rather to love than to hate 
God. This mode of speaking and treating of 
the subject, is, in our apprehension, not only 
erroneous in itself, but also it must naturally 
pave the way for the advancement of er- 
rors upon the same subject still more glaring 
and pernicious. Accordingly, we already 
car that sinners are frequently addressed, 
without distinct reference to the necessary 
agency of the Holy Spirit, and are left to infer, 
that a change of heart depends upon their own 
efforts. Indeed, if the change effected in re- 
generation, be represented as consisting in ac- | 
tion only; then, since the soul is certainly the 
author of its own actions, we cannot see how it 
can consistently be denied, upon this hypothe- 
sis, that the soul is the author of that change, 
and that, of course, the agency of the Holy 
Spirit is superfluous. 
That we have not misrepresented their views 
of this subject will appear from the following 
extracts from the Christian Spectator. The 
first is from an article ‘on the means of Re- 
generation” in vol. I. p. 500. } 
The scriptures, then, in describing the 
‘change in regeneration, exhibit it uniformly 
and without an exception, as consisting in ac- 
tion on the part of man—as that transferring of 
the supreme affection of the heart from all in- 
ferior objects to God, which is itself a mental 
act, and becomes a fixed principle of all subor- 
dinate right action. In some instances this 
change in the affections of the heart or govern- 
ing purpose of the soul, is represented as con- 
stituting the change; in other forms of expres- 
sion, it is combined with its appropriate results 
in specific action. But in both, the whole of 
the change is made to consist in voluntary ae- 
tion; in something done by the sinner as an. 
agent, and in nothing distinct from action.” 
Other extracts might be added from the same 
article, which for the sake of brevity we omit. 
We select the second from a “review of Dr. 
Cox’s Sermon on Regeneration,” in vol. If. of 


mark, that the former is one of the most per- 
plexed, self-contradictory, and unmeaning at- 
tempts at reasoning that ever we read, and that 
the latter, as far as we can form a judgment of 
it from the extracts, which we liave seen from 
it, appears to be a specimen o? that spiritual 
Quixotism, which imagines sysiems and theo- 
ries that have no real existence, and then 
most heroically engages and puts to flight the 
opponents of its own creation. . 


mon, we cannot help making the pee: a 


“This is the doctrine of election, as incul- 
cated in the scriptures. But what is that doc- 
trine, on the theory of our opponents? That a 
part of mankind are taken to eternal life, in 
consequence of a change of heart, in which 
they had no share. at the remainder sink 
to hell, for wanting that which did not depend 
upon themselves—for wanting “a holy princi- 
ple” distinct from, and independent of, any act 
of their own—and for wanting that influence of 
God, by which such a principle is created in 
the breast of the redeemed! With exactly the 
same justice might any man be condemned to 
perdition for wanting talents, beauty or wealth.” 


CLERICAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

In the “London Evangelical Magazine for 
February last, we find a letter addressed to the 
Editor by a clergyman of the Church of Eng. 
land, in which he states some scruples of con. 
science, relating to his connection with that 
Church, and the obligations resulting from that 
connection, to which he requests a serious an- 
swer. Weselect the reply of the Editor to the 
first two queries, as being of general applica- 
tion, and equally sensible and just. In every 
Church, which has public and acknowledged 
formularies of doctrine, worship, and discipline, 
to which the subscription or assent of her offi- 
cers is required, the obligation resting’ upon 
the party, who thus voluntarily assumes it, to 
conform to the “letter and spirit” of those 
formularies, is as obvious as it is sacred and 
important. The only manner in which the 
party can exonerate his conscience before God, 
or preserve “a good report” among men, is 
either to act up to the extent of the obligation 
assumed, from a full conviction of its consisten- 
cy with the-Word of God, or to withdraw peace- 
ably from his connection with that Church. 
To this latter course there could be no valid ob- 
jection, as every Church is a voluntary asso- 
ciation, which asks only a faithful and voluntary 
conformity, not a forced compliance with its 
rules, while the relation involving this obliga- 
tion to conformity, exists. And the obligation 
exists only so long as the party professes his 
desire, and manifests by an orderly and consis- 
tent conduct, his will, that it should continue 
to exist. 

Query 1. “May a clergythan, who acknow- 

€ and bewails the corruptions of the 
Church of England, and who feels a strong ob- 
jection to some parts of her liturgy, remain in 
ther communion without polluting his con- 


science and endangering his final salvation 2” 


this sense, it is passive. But while good men 


the Spectator, concerning which, and the Ser- } 
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The extent of a clergyman’s'‘ebligdtions to: 
the Church of %ngland must bear an.exact pro-. 
portion ia nature of the duty he ha daar. 
taken to discharge. If that duty has been un- 
dertaken in definite terms, such as would be 
well understood in'any civil transaction, 


| tween man and man, he is bound)ge long. as. he’. 


rgmains in the establishment, to.conferm to the, 
letter and spirit of the engagement. When- 
ever a clergyman begins to demut, or to hest- 
tate, or to explain away the’meaning of -t8rmisy’ 
or dexterously to evade the common-sense view: 
of his.duty as prescribed in the-offices of the. 
church, then we de conceive the time has ar- 
rived when his conscience ,will be fearfully’ 
polluted by abiding at his wonted“post’- Fis 
solemn declaration’ God ‘hes: bedn——tds 
do hereby declare my. unfeigned, agsent, ar 
consent to and every thi 
prescribed in and by the Book of Common 
Prayer.” Words cannot be plainer; 
though a deceitful logic may lead good men, | 
as it has often done, to tamper with the sacred: 
dictates of conscience, plain, straight-forward, 
common honesty would convince them that the 
moment they cannot discharge their duty as 
thus definitely undertaken, they must relieve” 
themselves from an obligation which in the per-. 
formance must involve their consciences in. 
guilt, and in the breach must sink them in 
treachery and dishonour. As the Church of: 
England is now constituted, no man, we hum- 
bly conceive, can exercise, his. functions .con-: 
scientiously as a Glergyman within its pale, wha. 
does not hold and practise “all and every thing 
contained in the Book of Common _Prayet.” 
The second question of our Corr dent, 
viz.—* Will the plea of expediency, or the 
prospect of extensive usefulness, justify his (a 
clergyman’s) continuance in the establishment, 
while he disapproves of many things in her dis- 
cipline and formularies? "—is one which ad- 


‘mits of but one honest reply. We are. never 


allowed, much less enjoined, by the stern mo- 
rality of Christianity to continue under an ob-. 
ligation to do that which we think wrong, in or- 
der to accomplish that which we may deem to | 
be right and useful. This system of expedien-— 
cy, when adopted by good men, has been the 

bane of the church, the scorn of infidels, and. 


| the stumbling-block of mankind. Besides, we 


must beg te remind our correspondent, that the 

strict terms of subscription, as in the former 

case, preclude the conscientious clergyman 

from continuing in the national church, on the 

plea of usefulness, for one moment longer than 

he can discharge his whole duty with a good 

conscience. When he ceases to give his “un- 

feigned assent and consent to all and every 

thing contained in the Book of Common Pray- 

er,” he ceases to have the moral right and 

Christian liberty to labour as a pastor in the es- 

tablishment. The plea of usefulness, then, 

when set up in the face of conscience, can . 
avail nothing toa mind of unshrinking honesty. 

We are unaccustomed to sophistry, and, there- 

fore, we feel that any other mode of treating 

this question would be wanting in Christian 

simplicity: to a clergyman who sees nothing 
wrong in the Prayer Book, we feel that these 
remarks would not apply. 


THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 
From the French of M. Dulard. : 
Far hence be that false system,* that frivo- | 
lous hypothesis, child of the prejudices of the 
ancient school! which rendering heaven subor- 
dinate to earth, taught that these numberless 
globes of light rolled round her, and that her 
tranquil axis was the immovable centre of the 
mighty universe. A new system,t more simple 
and solid, has vindicated from this hypothetical 
subordination, the shining host. Deprived at 
length of her unjust empire, the dependent 
earth is forced to describe an annual circuit 
round the Sun, a subaltern planet wandering 
through the skies. . 
King of the natural heaven, the Sun is estab- 
lished in the centre of the planetary world, and ~ 
in their vast orbits, globes, glistening in robes 
of borrowed light, and differing in swiftness, 
distance, and magnitude, revolye around his 
throne.t ‘By the laws of motion, made trib- 
utary to himself, while on his own axis,§ he 
turns with unconceivable velocity, he beholds 
the planets in succession rise and set, without 
departing from his place. Shining in the 
midst of them, his attractive force prescribes 
their degrees of swiftness in their progress up 
the steeps of heaven. Thus, a powerful mon- 
arch seated on his throne, makes his people 
bend obedient to his laws, and receives the low- 

ly homage of his court. 

These opaque masses, diverse in aspect, draw 

from the Sun their borrowed light, and reflect 
it with various degrees of intensity. At un- 
equal periods,|| they finish ‘their career; and 
when the star of day hides his beams, some of 
these vast globes draw, in their train, smaller 
bodies,1 which, shedding upon their horizon, @ 
soft and cheering light, mitigate night’s gloom, 
and indemnify ’them for the absence of the sun. 
But while they hang as handmaids round the 
| path of the larger globes, yielding to the same 
general law, which pervades the system, they 
revolve around the common centre, with im- 
| petuous course. 

*The system of Ptolemy. | errr 
The system of Copernicus, — 
According to the famous law of Kepler, (well 

worthy of the title of Astronomical Legisiator,) the 
primary planets make their revolutions in planes 
which pass through the centre of the Sun, andthey 
are all subjected to an invariable law, by which they 
describe elliptical orbits around this star, which is 
their common focus. This law, inviolably observed 
pr er eater planets, and discovered by Kep 
above a hund 


ler 
redand fifty, [now above 230,] years 
ago, is the basis of modern astronomy, and in partic- 
confirms the system of 
§ The rotation of the Sun an his own axis is ac- 
mplished in 25 days, 14 hours, 8 minutes. 
f : Herschel, the most distant of the planets, em- 
ploys 83 years, 321 days, 18 hours, } to make its re- 
volution round the Sup; Saturn, 29 years, 162 days; 
Jupiter, 11 years, $15. days; Mars, lyear, 323 days se 
the wey 3 days, Venus, 234 days, 16. 
ercury, s, 23 hours. 
tell ene of. 


active power, the four satellites of Ju 
}schel. These eighteen, together 


* 
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i down of the sun, thes heard the voice of 

‘the garden;, end: that voice which 


now filled them with 


te. them i in their hiding place,| | 


vepgeence, but with unex- 


| of with 


instead 
grime, they seemed to think 


~ Adam blamed the wo- 
bohens the Lord had given to be with him, 


| ot Eve blamed the serpent, which God liad 


made,—both: implying in their defence, that 
the evil, originated in God himself, who had 
in such dangerouscompany. This 
manifestly: showed, that the death threatened 
ee the. penalty: of ‘disobedience, had taken ef- 


feet “Phey were legally and spiritually dead: 
oe and this, if ‘they had been left to themselves, 


would have issued in eternal death. 

» But, now, the first promise was given, the 
Saviour was foretold, and the visible church com- 
~menced: The Lord having cursed the serpent 
as ‘the instrument of Satan, having degraded it 
from. thesrank ‘it previously held among the 
_ animals, tind doomed it to craw] like the worm, 
- and gather its food ‘in the dust,—turned the 
Berce edge of his malediction against Satan, 
saying, “TI will put enmity between thee and 
- woman, and between thy seed and her seed. 
Tt shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
as, heel.” The seed here promised, is the 


- sarge. which was afterwards promised to Abra- 


ham, in which all the families of the earth 
should be blessed. The manner of his birth, 
too, ig marked ; ;—he should be the seed of the 
woman. The victory which he should achieve, 
the tedemption which he should accom- 
 plish, are pointed -at, in the words, “It shall 
bruise thy head ;” which signify, that he would 
ctush the power of Satan, and overthrow his 
‘usurpéd dominion over fallen'man. The suf- 
ferings which our Redeemer should undergo, 
in his human nature, are foretold in the words, 
‘sthou shalt bruise his heel;” and it may also 
imply the. sufferings of the mystical body of 
Christ, his Church, in every age. It is at this 
point, when Christ was revealed by promise to 
our first parents, that the history of the Church 
properly begins. The Saviour was now, for the 


* first time, revealed in his mediatorial character, 


asan objectoffaith. The revelation wascom- 
patatively obscure; but the object was the 
@ameas.in the clearer manifestations which 
‘have beamed on us. As the object of every 

believer's faith, he is his husband, head, and 
king; and what he is to believers distinctly 
and separately, he is to them collectively: 
therefore, to our first parents, and to all their 
believing offspring after them, in all genera- 

- tions, he:has sustained the same relationship of 
Head and Saviour, and exercised over them the 
same authority, as King and Lord. The infer- 
ence is obvious, and has been already drawn, 
that the Church of Christ commenced its exist- 
ence in the garden of Eden, when the first pro- 
mise of mercy gleamed hope into the bosom of 


| | For the Presbyterian. 
cant Extracts from the Minutes of 
_ THE NEW CASTLE PRESBYTERY ; 
Which held its stated spring meeting in Wil- 
mington, Del. on the first week of April. 


Rerorr of the state of Religion within the 
bounds of the Presbytery of New Castle, for 
year ending April 1, 1831. 


A report of the state of religion is anticipat- 
ed with more than ordinary interest by all who 
Jove the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. They 
‘tong.4o hear of the advancement of his cause, 
-and>hail the intelligence that any Church has 
been awakened to its responsibilities, or any 
sinner converted from the error of his ways ; 
tiit; alas! the report of the state of religion 
within our bounds will present few, if any facts 
of Saati to gladden the hearts of the friends 

n 

Something of a work of the Spirit seems to 
wave commenced in one of our churches, and 
ina few others, there exist encouraging indica- 
meer sae in general, though the word has been 

chedand meetings for prayersheld, 

Schools supported, and children 
catechised, nd tracts distributed; yet atten- 
dance on divine worship has not increased, nor 
have many been added to the Churchés of our 
7 charges, while the cause of the Sab- 

and of Temperance, with the exception of 
a. few places, has advanced but slowly. | 


_Thig, therefore, must be a report of the de-/| 
cline of religion rather than of its advance ;— portan 


of coldness and deaciness in our churches of 
thoug tlessness and unconcern, of vice and im- 
ity without and around us. In presenting 

, we have to regret that the Sabbath is so lit- 
tle » even by professors of religion: 
that some who have named the name of Jesus 
are no inconsiderable’ obstacles in the way of 
| there is‘so little concern for 
as is evidenced by the few at- 
je inferable from the 
contributions: benevolent institu- 

;) that there po ge so few praying and de- 
istial ministers ‘have confin- 
socmouch.to the ordinary routine 
-ofendeayouring to corroborate 


4 a 


tn the or Gude 
the deadness of their hearts. 

‘Though we are called to mourn arid to weep 
over the desolations of our Zion, we cannot, 
therefore, close our report without expressing 
our most sanguine anticipation that those of us 
whose lives may be spared through another 


year will give in our individual reports, not as 
now with humiliation ood grief, but with, joy |. 
and thanksgiving to God for the conversion of 
sinners and the advancement of his kingdom 


and our instrumentality. 


Means ofa a Revival. 
“The committee who were appointed to con- 


sider what means could be adopted to call up 


|@ greater and more general attention to the 


means of grace, and geherally to promote our 
. | being favoured by the Great Head of the Church 
with that greatest of all blessings, a true revi- 
val of religion throughout our bounds, made 
the following report which was unanimously 
adopted, viz. 

Resolved, 1. That inasmuch as it has been 
found by the experience of some years, that our 
plan of going two and two, to visit and preach 
in each other’s congregations, has failed to ex- 
cite the interest of the community in calling 
out numerots audiences, as was the case when 
it was first adopted; this Presbytery will make 
trial of four days’ meetings, which have been 
adopted by our brethren both to the east and 
west, and attended withthe most blessed effects. 
And for this purpose, that the ministers be 
classed as follows, to hold meetings in each 
others congregations, viz. 1st Class, Doctors 
Martin, Macgraw, and the Rev, Messrs. Finfiey 
and Parker. 2d Class, Doctor Dickey, Messrs. 
White, Graham, Russell, and Love. 3d. The 
Rev.” Messrs. J. Latta, Barr, Morrison, and 
Dickinson. 4th Messrs. Bell, Gilbert, Howe, 
Adair, and J. M. Dickey. 5th Messrs. Boyer, 
Grier, Babbitt, and Douglass. The Ministers 
in each class to consult together, and adopt 
such measures in carrying the plan into effect, 
as. to the time and place of holding these meet- 
ings, and the particular. mode of conducting the 
services, as to them shall appear best calculated 
to promote the divjne glory and the good of 
souls. And that it be recommended to the 
Churches to observe a day of fasting, humilia- 
tion, and prayer at such time previous to hold- 
ing the four days’ meeting as they shall approve. 

2. That as no plan, however well concerted, 
nor how ably soever its details be carried into 
effect, will ever be effectual in awakening and 
converting souls without the divine blessing ; 
and whereas the Great Head of the Church is 
in a peculiar and delightful sense the hearer of 
prayer; for at the same time that he has said 
that “he will for all these things be inquired 
of, by us, to do them unto us,” he has promised 
to hear and answer prayer—that “ He is more 
ready to give his Holy Spirit to them that ask, 
than earthly parents are to give good gifts to 
their children ;” that it be earnestly and affec- 
tionately ‘recommended to the members of this 
Presbytery, that they individually.agree to set 
apart a short time in the twilight of every eve- 
ning as a season of special prayer for a revival 
of religion in our respective congregations, and 
in tha Presbytery at large, and that the minis- 
ters present this subject to the pious members 
of their churches, in such a way as seems to 
them best adapted to secure their union in the 
twilight concert of prayer, for the blessing of 
God on their own souls, and the immense mul- 
titude of souls around them, who are ready to 
perish. And they would earnestly recommend 
that this solemn and appalling fact be kept dis- 
tinctly before the mind of every minister and 
elder in this Presbytery, and that it be placed 
prominently before all who may be induced to 
join in this concert, that unless God in infinite 
mercy, and through the boundless riches of his 
grace, do pour out of his Spirit on our Congre- 
gations, and throughout our whole bounds, and 
graciously revive his work, the human certainty 
is, that a vast proportion of the people will live 
and die in sin, and go.glown to the chambers of 
dismal lamentation and wo. 

3. That the ministers and elders be enjoined 
to engage in the work of visiting from house to 
house, and conversing individually with all the 
members of the families visited, and endeavour 
to stir up christians to greater watchfulness, 
importunity in prayer, and devotedness to the 
cause of God and the well-being of undying 
souls, and to lead the unconverted to feel their 
obligations to give their hearts to God, to aban- 
don all sinful pursuits and practices, and be- 
come decidedly and truly pious. 

4. That it be urged—closely, and affection- 
ately, and faithfully urged, on all professors of 
religion, that they are under the most solemn 
obligations to labour more, and make greater sa- 
crifices of time and money in the cause of Him 
who “though rich, yet for their sakes, became 
poor;” that they must do more, or they never 
can evidence to the world that they are chris- | 
tians—that they have a compassion for the 
multitudes of their fellow sinners, who are per- 
ishing around them,and amid the darkness and 
cruelties of Paganism. 

5. They would recommend to the ministers 
especially that they watch and strive and pray 
and labour to carry a savour of piety with them 
wherever they go, and in all their intercourse 
with their people, show, that they regard the 
salvation of their souls as of the last impor- 
tance; “that they believe and therefore speak.” 


_ ‘FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
a circular from the Presby- 
tery of Baltimore, requesting our co-operation 
with them. in efforts to promote the extension 
and enlargement of Foreign Missionary ope- 


rations; on consideration 


Resolved, 1st. That the object is highly im- 
t. 

2. That we will co-operate with our: Breth- 
ren of the Baltimore Presbytery by pledging 
ourselves to raise the sum necessary for the 


mnpport of at leagyone Missionary in the foreign 
eld. | 


"M. LEONARD EULER, 

Was one of the greatest philosophers, and 
best of mén, that science, religion, and virtue, 
have exhibited in any age; as if in order to show 
of what intellectual and moral improvement hu- 
man nature is susceptible. 

His probity and integrity were pure and in- 
corruptible ; and the honest indignation with 
which he inveighed against every instance of 
perfidy and injustice, was singularly remarke- 
‘ble. His piety was rational and sincere;, his 
devotion was fervent: ‘he was intimately per- 
‘suaded ‘of the truth of Christianity; ' felt its im- 
portance to the dignity.and 5 
nature;: aad looked ‘epon its detractors and op- 


ithe Convent. 


‘THE! AGE OF MIRACLES. 
At eo present time, it appears as if the 
words of the Holy Spirit by Paul, concerning 
“the last days,” were in a coufse of actual fulfil- 
‘ment. “But evil men and seducers shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceiv- 
ed.” “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 
in the latter times, some shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc- 
trines of, devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; 
having their consciences seared with a hot 
iron.” ‘And then shall that Wicked be re- 
vealed .,.. whose coming is after the work- 
ing of Satan, ae 
ing wonders.” 

In Great Britian, for some time past, there 
has been no little agitation and controversy 
produced by the pretended miracles of fanatics, 
not only in the South, but even in the North of 
that kingdom:—among the members of the 
lofty and intellectual Church of England, and 
among the sober, close-thinking, and judicious 
Presbyterians of the Kirk of Scotland. It is 
but just to say, however, that by the well in- 
formed, pious and discerning of all denomina- 
tions, their extravagancies are sincerely Jament- 
ed and openly condemned. If our recollection 
do not deceive us, it was previous to these 
abuses, that the Roman Catholics of London, 
(in order to impress the claims of their Church 
to be regarded as the only true Church, upon 
the public mind,) deemed it necessary to un- 
dertake the publication of a monthly pamphlet, 
which should widely proclaim the miracles, that 
are continually occurring within the consecrated 
pale of the soi-disant Catholic Church. On 
the continent of Europe, also, publications are 
ever and anon dropping from the press into the 
hands of the wondering multitude, who “ won- 
der after the beast,” which vend the details of 
miracles occurring at the holy altar, or the 
saintly shrine, or through the intercession of 
the Virgin Mary or Prince Hohenlohe. See- 
ing all these things, and witnessing the emolu- 
ment and fame derived from these “lying won- 
ders,” to the particular places where they were 
supposed to occur, to the persons concerned in 
them, and to the Catholic Church in general; it 
would verily have been a miracle, no sacred 
spot could have been found on this side of the 
Atlantic, where Catholic devotion could have 
breathed its mighty spell, and given a demon- 
stration to.its votaries, that the wonder-work- 
ing power of the Church was not confined to 
those portions of it, which lie contiguous to its 
centre. 

We have been drawn to these observations 
by reading a recently published “ Narrative of 
Two Wonderful Cures, wrought in the Monas- 
tery of the Visitation at Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia, in the month of January, 
1831. Published with the approbation of the 
Most Rev. Archbishop of Baltimore.” The 
first of these purports to be the case of a “ Mrs. 
Ann Mattingly, of Washington City, (the Lady 
who was instantaneously cured of an inward and 
dangerous disease, of the scirrhous kind, on the 
10th of March, 1824,.”) It appears that this 
subject of a second miracle, “in the act of com- 
ing down the porch of the house occupied by 
the sisters of Charity in Washington,” last No- 
vember, fell and sprained herancle. Notwith- 
standing various applications, a month elapsed, 
(a thing not uncommon with sprains,) without 
any material change, except that “a poultice 
of soap and milk lessened the swelling, soime- 
what allayed the pain, and brought the skin to 
a more natural colour.” About Christmas she 
was conveyed in a carriage to Georgetown, in 
order to attend divine service in the Chapel of 
Here, after some days, she 
showed her foot to the Physician of the Institu- 
tion, who “pronounced the injury to be ofa 
serious nature, recommended total cessation 
from exercise, and prescribed the use of Opo- 
deldoc.” This having given no relief, the 
Doctor prescribed the application of leeches, 
to be followed by a blister to cover the whole 
foot; although “it was doubtful, whether any 
leeches could be found in Georgetown,—and 
the Doctor had said, he apprehended they 
would not take, in this season of the year.” In 
this dilemma, the lady had recourse to the 
remedy which had helped her before—* stewed 
soap and milk poultice”’—and having, before 
and after going to bed, “ offered special prayers 
to the blessed Virgin Mary, that through her 
intercession, she might obtain of Almighty 
God,” relief, or grace to die athappy death, 
‘scarcely half an hour had expired, when she 
felt all at once totally relieved,” and next morn- 
ing she arose at the appointed hour of devotion, 
dressed and repaired to the choir, without pain 
and without effort. ‘‘ Her foot on being uncov- 
ered was found restored toa healthy state,” and 
remained so.. This is the first miracle. 

The second is the case of a sister of the con- 
vent, who after being threatened 15 years with 
the pulmonary disease, and after having been 
reduced so low as to be past all appearance of 
recovery, by the use of the Novena, or nine 
days’ prayers, recommended by Prince Hohen- 
lohe, was miraculously restored to a:state of 
complete health and strength, on the manny 
of the 20th of January last. __ 

The facts in both cases are affirmed in the 
affidavits of the priests, nuns, dc. of the Mon- 
astery, before the magistrates of Georgetown. 
Among the’ other names, we see that of the as- 
sistant superior of the Convent, sister Ann Ger- 
trude Wightt, who we believe, is the same lady, 
that has lately eloped in disguise from the Insti- 
tution, and who, so far from being more strong- 
ly attached by these miracles to her faith, may 
well be supposed to have. been driven by her 
intimate knowledge of the whole truth, and the 
accusations of her conscience for the part she 
acted, to burst those iron bonds, which super- 
stition had caused to enter into her very soul. | 


= 


like with armour 
against the force of these prodigies. In the 
first place, speaking in reference to these mira- 
culous events, the author concedes that “the 
subject matter obviously falls under the senses,” 

—and yet a little further on, he refers to them 
as increasing the faith of Catholics in “ the real 
presence of Jesus Christ, under the veils of the 
sacrament,” which is utterly contrary to the 
testimony ofthe senses! That is tosay,—facts, 
in which the senses are the only competent 
evidence, are confirmatory of a fact which con- 
tradicts that evidence! Sense can testify to 
the cure of a sprain, but it is no judge of the 
colour, smell, or taste of a consecrated wafer ! 
When men are capable of teaching and embrac- 
ing an absurdity so great as this, we can have 
but little confidence in their testimony ;—not 
because we doubt their honesty, but because 
they have repudiated the only medium, which 
God has given them for becoming acquainted 
with external events, and cast aside the shield 
which would in such matters, protect them 
from delusion. 


From the Missionary Herald. 
THE TAMUL GOD PULLEGAR. 


Pullegar, (Guneshu.) This god is the eld- 
est son of Siva and Parvutee. He is represent- 
ed as a very corpulent man, with an elephant’s 
head. The cause of his being ornamented with 
the head of this animal is variously stated, it 
being said in some of the pooranas, that after 
his birth in the common form, his head was 
burnt off by a look of Shunee, (Saturn ;) or, as 
some assert, cut off by Siva, and supplied by 
taking one from an elephant; but in this dis- 
trict it is usually believed to be natural. The 
following is the account of his birth, as given 
in the history of Pullegar, which is read in his 
temples. 

_ After the marriage of Siva and Parvutee, as 
they were going toward their home, they saw a 
male and female elephant at play, and Siva, in 
consequence of the sight, was led to wish for a 
child with an elephant’s head. ‘ Immediately, 
for the extension of the Vedas, and Agamas, 
and of every other god, a child was born with 
an elephant’s face, with five hands, and a body 
of the color of red coral, and shining with splen- 
dor of ten million suns. Siva and Parvutee 
viewed the child with delight, and made all in 
this world, and all in the world of the gods, as 
well as the Veda, to be subject to his authority; 
and having appointed him to protect the world, 
they went home and lived in pleasure. »_So 
much for the birth of thisfamous god. Among 
his exploits is the following. 

When a giant named Taraku, who had ob- 
tained a grant from Siva, that neither gods, nor 
men, nor beast, nor weapons should hurt him, 
was destroying the gods, and afflicting men, 
Indru, the king of heaven, and the gods under 
him, being alarmed, came to Siva, and informed 
him of the terrible deeds of the giant. ‘Upon 
this the great Siva, having compassion upon 
them, told them not to be alarmed, and ordered 
Pullegar to take with him the hosts of Poother, 
(a race of devils,) and destroy the giant and his 
armies.” According to these directions, Pul- 
legar went forth, and by various stratagems hav- 
ing destroyed the armies of the giant, he at- 
tacked the leader himself, and, in default of 
weapons, which he was not allowed to use, he 
broke off one of his own tusks, and threw it at 
the giant. ‘ Upon which, being pierced 
through, the monster fell vomiting blood.” 
He, however, did not expire, but was changed 
into an immense rat, which Pullegar immedia- 
tely mounted. “As he rode upon this beast, 
the tusk which he had thrown at the giant, 
came into his hand.” It is on this rat that 
Pullegar is always represented as riding. He 
probably obtained this victory in consequence 
of being considered as ncither a god, man, nor 
beast; and yet he is worshipped in this dis- 
trict as a god, more extensively than any other, 
though not with so much parade as Siva and 
Skundun. In the commencement of a journey, 
of building a house, of sowing a field, and in- 
deed of altnost any undertaking of importance, 
this god is invoked. The school- -boy never be- 
gins his copy-book, without making the figure 
which stands for the name of this idol, nor the 
author his treatise, without writing, “ Praise 
be to Guneshu.”—* Let the ring on the tusk of 
Guneshu shine,” or some similar form of ado- 
ration. The images of this god, when any are 
used, are made of brass, or stone, and repre- 
sent a short man with a large belly, an ele- 
phant’s head, trunk, &c. and four hands, in one 
of which is a rope, in another the spike used 
by the elephant driver, in another a rod, and in 
another a round sweet-meat—this god being 
remarkably fond of good eating. 


THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

The following judicious remarks are ex- 
tracted from a communication in the Boston 
Recorder. They were calculated primarily 
for the meridian of Boston; but they are capa- 
ble of application to Philadelphia, or to any 
other place, where there are any indications of 
the special, reviving influences of ‘the Spirit 
or any vivid hopes entertained that the Lord is 
about to visit, in a remarkable manner, his 
holy temple. 


Doubtless, we all wish for a general revival ; 
or rather, we say we wish it, and sometimes 
feebly pray for it. If we do ‘indeed desire it, 
we all know how to obtain it. Our desire 
must become intense, and our prayer impor- 
tunate and united; our efforts must corres- 
pond with the magnitude and urgency of the 
work ; and our faith in God must be simple, 
and humble, and strong, If we would see the 
Lord coming to his temple, we must prepare 
his way before him, and take up every stum- 
bling block out of the way of the people. If 
there should be a time of general refreshing 
and joy in these churches, it will unquestiona- 
bly be preceded by a time of great searchings 
of heart, of ‘grief for our backslidings, and of 
putting away our abominations from before the 
the eyes of Jehovah. We shall find him, if 
we seek for him with all the heart. I hope, 
Mr. Editor, we shall not prematurely exult in 
any indications of returning mercy, before our 
souls are humbled in the dust for all our trans- 
gressions, and before we have renounced them 
for ever. I dread the consequences at such a 
crisis, both of self-elation of spirity of unbe- 
lieving despondency, and of slothful negli- 
gence in the work of the Lord. 

If revivals shall be multiplied in New Eng- 
land at this period, will they possess the cha- 
racteristics of those in New York and other 
States; will they be promoted by the same 
measures, bear the same features, uce the 


| same effects} This depends on the 


rivers of watet.: It his 
administration, very much on those who will 
be employed as instruments in the work, 
cially in conspicuous places. Shall we, thea, 
have “three days’ or four days’ meetings ? ” 
Shall we have “anxious seats,” and call for 
public pledges of a determination to submit to 
God, or to seek the galvation of the soul? Shall 
we have constant applications of the subject to 
sinners from day to day, either in public or 

rivate, till they are overcome and submit? 

hall we speak of apparent conversions imme- 
diately, in our addresses, our letters, our news- 
papers, and immediately proclaim to the world 
the instances of hope? Shall we rapidly intro- 
duce new measures, with which our churches 
have been unacquainted, because they appear 
to have succeeded well after a short trial in 
other places? Shall we not have a revival un- 
less we do introduce these measures; or, if we 
have one, will it be far less extensive and pow- 
erful? If we hope and pray and labour for a re- 
vival, and yet do not put on the new armour 
and fall in’ with. the practices of others, shall 
we act either sinfully or unwisely? I must ac- 
knowledge that I feel anxious on these points. 
I would sooner die than hinder the work of 
God. On the other hand, I would not mar his 
word, and deceive souls to their eternal undoing, 
by adopting unscriptural measures, or those un- 
fitted to the character and education and habits 
of our people. I want light in this matter, and 
I know many others who want it too. Is it 
owing to our coldnes$’ and unbelief, or have 
we reason to hesitate, and inquire, and pray for 
direction? 

It will be admitted, that these measures have 
not heretofore been practised in New England, 
in the Congregational churches, though they 
have prevailed among the Methodists and Free 
Will Baptists. Our most judicious, able, de- 
voted, and successful ministers, have not adopt- 
ed them, unless to avery limited extent. They 
have not, for instance, regarded a constant at- 
tendance on religious meetings for several days 
in succession, as desirable ; and five or six pub- 
lic exercises in a day, for three or four days 
and evenings, are almost one continued and un- 
interrupted meeting. These meetings are at- 
tended with almost every circumstance which 
can excite emotion, enlist the sympathies of 
the hearers, and affect the passions. My fears 
are, that time and opportunity are wanting, for 
them to search the heart, to review the life, to 
peruse the Bible, to pray in secret, to collect 
the thoughts on this most solemn and impor- 
tant of all topics, to know what manner of spi- 
rit they are of, and to form their resolutions 
for eternity in that deliberate manner they 

ought. In any circumstances, the time of a 
revival is a most critical period with awakened 
sinners; and there are ten thousand tendencies 
to hasty conclusions and false hopes. Under 
these circumstances, must not those tendencies 
be multiplied? 

Is it judicious to call upon anxious sinners 
to manifest their determinations publicly, by 
rising, by taking an “anxious seat,” or in any 
other manner, so as to pledge themselves to re- 
pent and seek the salvation of their souls? My 
dithculty is, that many will be likely to do this, 
under the excitement of the occasion, in a state 
of mind far from composed and deliberate; 
while they are very ignorant of their motives, 
and ignorant of the real purport of the pledge 
they give. Remembering the deceitfulness of 
the human heart, and viewing the natural ope- 
ration of the predisposing causes, [ should ex- 
pect those to be most ready to promise who 
would prove the last to fulfil. Ishould expect 
a great many cases, that would wring the hearts 
of ministers and christian friends with future 
disappointment. I should expect the most 
precious and durable fruits from those, who 
formed their resolutions to come over on the 
Lord’s gide, in a more retired and trembling 
manner. 

I know that some denominations have long 
had the habit of pronouncing favourably on the 
cases of anxious sinners as soon as they obtain 
peace; also of proclaiming them on the spot, 
and publishing them abroad. I have not doubt- 
ed too, that there were real conversions among 
them. But I have always supposed the fact to 
be well understood, that a large portion of con- 
verts thus encouraged and announced, have 
“fallen away;” and that in the Congrtegation- 
al churches, the practice was generally regard- 
ed as highly i injurious to the eventful progress 
of religion. I should therefore be grieved, as 
at present advised, to find a similar practice in- 
troduced among us. It appears to me full 
early enough to “number the people,” after 
they have had at least a few weeks to ascertain 
the nature of their change and give evidence to 
others. 

I will only add, that I pray the God of wis- 
dom to direct all our ministers and churches a 
this critical moment, to such measures as H 
will deign to bless to the salvation of multi 
tudes of souls; and my earnest entreaty tha 
they who dispense the word will hold up the 
law of God in all its spirituality and extent, and 
cut up by the roots the desperate depravity of 
the wicked heart. 

These remarks are not designed to dis- 
courage efforts to promote the conversion of 
sinners; I would that every minister and every 
christian were roused to the most sleepless ac- 
tivity in the good work, and believe that great 
revivals will not come, till we are quickened 
to duty. I want only that our efforts should 
tend to promote the cause in the most effectual 
manner. I do not know that any churches in 
New-England contemplate the introduction of 
the measures I have-mentioned; but some of 
them are introduced, and the reported success 
of the whole in other regions, may excite a de- 
sire among our people to witness their opera- 
tion here. I would therefore have the minis- 
ters of the Gospel settle their own convictions 
on the subject; and be prepared, either to in- 
troduce such measures, or to assign conclusive 
reasons for omitting them. CLERICUws. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

An account of some of those desirable visita- 
tions of Divine Grace will be found in our ar- 
ticlé for the Monthly Concert. In this place, 
we make some excerpts from the observations 
of the Editor of the Boston Telegraph, on this 
interesting subject. It is exceedingly desira- 
ble, that all who are privileged to bréathe in 
the sacred atmosphere of a genuine revival of 
religion ;—(for we have no hesitation in saying 
that there are counterfeits, having assuredly 
witnessed, at least, one of this description ;)— 
and especially all who assume the pleasing task 
of communicating accounts of revivals for pub- 
lication, would be exceedingly watchful against 
the danger of exaggerating the circumstances 
attending it, and against the credulity, so na- 
tural on a subject in which the heart is engag-| 


ed, which ‘is pms § the chief source of ex- 


~ 


views.of the subject, and as pointing out the 
nécessity of using caution, on our’ part, lest in 
giving circulation to what is not strictly agree- 
able to established facts, we should dishonour 
our Lord, and do injury to his cause. : 


. There is no subject of ecclesiastical record, 
respecting which we find ourselves more per- 
plexed, than that of revivalsof religion. Wehave 
been in the habit of considering a revival of reli- 
gion as a very great and sacred and glorious work. 
We feel so still; and when we hear of a revi- 
val of religion, it is our spontaneous desire most 
cordially to rejoice. We have frankly to con- 
fess, however, that within a few years, our con- 
fidence has greatly diminished, not in revivals, 
but in the statements and descriptions which 
are given of them. We are convinced, by ob- 
servation and experience, that many accounts, 
which appear in many of our religious periodi- 
cals, are so much exaggerated, as to render them 
worthy of very little credit, in respect both to 
the numbers, who are hopefully born into the 
kingdom of Christ, and the genuineness of the 
work of grace, which is supposed to be going 
on in various places throughout the country. 
Indeed, when we read newspaper accounts 
of revivals of religion, unless we know some- 
thing of the church or minister where they are 
said to exist, or of the correspondent who de- 
signsto favour the religious community with the 
cheerful intelligence; we are constrained to 
receive them either with great abatement for the 
hyperbole, or with very little credit, on account 
of so many misstatements which have so fre- 
quently occurred. 

A few years since, as we well remember, it 
was noised abroad, and, if we mistake not, pub- 
lished in religious periodicals, that a — 
revival of religion existed at a certain village, in 
one of the counties of this commonwealth ; and 
that about forty persons had become hopefully 
converted, and were baptised. But, within a 
a year or two from that time, the whole of that 
number, with perhaps one or two exceptions, 
had become either Universalists or Deists, and 
no fruits of a revival were to be seen. It is not, 
we think, more than one year since it went the 
rounds of our religious periodicals, that a pleas- 
ing revival existed in the church and congrega- 
tion at South Barnstable, under the preaching of 
Rev. Mr. Harlow; but afterwards, we learned 
from Mr. Harlow himself, that this pleasing 
‘“‘ revival” was the result of sectarian zeal and 
irregularity, which effected the dismission of 
the pastor, and, it was feared, the extinction of 
the little church under his care. Not more 
than a year or two since, it was extensively 
published, that a great and powerful revival ex- 
isted in this city. ‘Inquiry meetings” were 
said to be attended by fifties and hundreds, in 
the various churches of different denominations, 
and large numbers were represented as having 
become hopeful subjects of renewing grace. But 
now, when we inquire for thé genuine fruits of 
that revival, those fruits are not to be found. 
Intelligent members of different orthodox 
churches, in the city, are able to enumerate but 
very few persons, who have made a public pro- 
fession of religion, in consequence of that sea- 
son of unusual attention. We believe, also, 
that, at the time, the editor of the Recorder, 
ingenuously admitted, that the statements had 
been exaggerated ; although some were disposed 
to complain of him, for correcting, what he con-— 
sidered false impressions. 

As there are. doubtless true and false conver- 
sions and atrue and false religion; sotherecan 
be no doubt that there are genuine ‘and spuri- 
ous revivals of religion. It is surely of vast 
importance for christians and christian ministers 
to discern the signs of the times, and to be 
neither ignorant of Satan’s devices, nor taken in 
his toils. 

We are aware, that these sentiments m ex- 
pose us to the charge, that we are unfriendly to 
revivals of religion; but the consciousness 
that such charge is false, shall lead us, without 
favour, to state the truth, according ” our con- 
victions. 

We have no doubt that the Holy Spirit acts 
as a Sovereign, in the awakening, conviction 
and conversion of sinners, and in visiting what 
places he pleases, with his powerful and effica- 
cious influence. We have no doubt, likewise, 
that He has prescribed, in his own ‘word, the 
means which his people are to use, in advancing 
his own work; and that, from those means, they | 
are not at liberty to depart. It cannot bea less 
dangerous undertaking to force the spiritual 
birth, than to force the natural birth; and when 
Uzza puts forth his hand to steady the ark of 
God, contrary to his direction, it may not be 
surprising if he manifests his displeasure, in the 
i affecting and awful results. 


HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
PHILADELPHIA, 


From its origin, A. D. ge to A. D. 1831. 
No. I 
The first churches established under Pres- 
byterian organization in this country, were lo- 
cated in Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and West Jersey. The reason of this fact is to 
be found ip the free toleration of religious pe- 
culiarities, granted by the original proprietors 
of these provinces. The following may be 
considered as an agreeable specimen of the 
temper which characterized the laws of these 
provinces on the subject of religion. It is an 
enactment in relation to Pennsylvania, and is 
in these words; “ That all persons living in 
this Province, who confess and acknowledge 
one Almighty and Eternal God to be the 
creator, upholder, and ruler of the world, and 
that hold themselves obliged in conscience to 
live peaceably and justly in civil society, shall 
in no ways be molested or prejudiced for their 
religious persuasion or practice, in matters of 
faith and worship; nor shall they be compelled 
at any time to frequent or maintain any reli- 
gious worship, place or ministry whatever.” _ 
The mildness of this provision is strongly 
contrasted with an ordinance passed in Virginia 
(which wasprincipally settled by Episcopalians,) 
by which every person was required to ‘* go to 
church on Sundays and Holy days, or lye neck 
and heels that night and be a slave to the Colo- 
ny the following week.” (Stith’s History.) The 
recognition of religious liberty, by the govern- 
ments of the provinces before enumerated, must 
have been peculiarly attractive to those who 
had recently experienced the horrors of intol- 
erance, and strongly inclined them to select 
these provinces for their permanent residence. — 
In tracing the history of the first societies 
which were established for religious worship by 
these emigrants, in a new country and at a pe- 
riod so remote, there is, as might have been 
expected, much difficulty, in ascertaining the 
precise dates of their organization, and the ex- 
act circumstances under which they were found- 
ed. In the more ancient churches, with one or | 
two exceptions, Sessional Recofds were not 
kept, or have perished in the lapse of time; and — 
the deficiency, occasioned by this circumstance, 
‘cannot be supplied, «by a resort to the. records 
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_ been subject to some suspicion, but no direct 


* got the Anabaptists out of the house, yet our 


- period of its organization, amounted in all 


gederunt. 


tion at a meeting of the Presbytery held at 


excusing his absence from this and the pre- 


- gon dic. This day Mr. Francis Mc Kemie and 


- Samuel Davies in the name of the Presbytery 


- ¢ontents were duly considered by the Presby- 


‘their representatives and letters earnestly ad- 


tled and proper minister and pastor; 


given to Mr. Hampton to peruse and consider, 


nder control.of Presbytery, were strictly 

the ss ies of population, or the poverty of 
the pebple, Induced persons of different persua- 
| #9-Eeite” their strength and congregate 
seatany reference to particular organization; 
ime they were singly unable to support the 
y to which they were respectively at- 

ed, their worship was conducted, either by 
‘Jay Peaders, or itinerant clergymen, on their oc- 
visits. Their orgamzation and formal 


= has-yet been adduced to invalidate it. In 
ye’year 2696 certain persons of the Presbyte- 
rian, Congregational and Baptist persuasions 
united for the purpose of religious worship, and 
occupied a large frame warehouse, which had 
been erected by the “ Barbadoes Trading Com- 
pany,” and was situated on the North. West cor- 
ner of Chestnut and Second streets. The 
clergyman who officiated for them from the 
commencement, was the Rev. John Watts of 
the Baptist denomination. Soon after the Pres- 
byterians and Congregationalists finding them- 
selves sufficiently numerous, invited the ser- 
vices of the Tedodish Andrews, agraduate 
of Harvard College who accepted the appoint- 
ment. This circumstance soon engendered 
strife between the Presbyterians and Baptists 
which issued in tle expulsion of the latter from 
the house of worship. Morgan Edwards in his 
history of the Baptists attributes blame to the 
Presbyterians in this proceeding and perhaps 
with justice. In a letter attributed to Mr. An- 
drews about this date, he says, “ though we/have 


continuance there is uncertain, wherefore we 
must think of building, notwithstanding our 
poverty and the smallness of our number.” 
Accordingly inthe year 1704 the congregation 
procured a lot on the South side of Market 
street between Second and Third streets, and 
erected a wooden building, which was the First 
and for many yearsthe only Presbyterian church 
in the city. This church was for many years 
familiarly designated as the ‘Old Buttonwood” 
from trees of that name growing near it. 

When the number of ministers, who har- 
monizéd in their views of ductrine and govern- 
ment, had sufficiently increased, they consti- 
tuted “themselves into a Presbytery, for the 
purposes of mutual counsel in the government 
of the church, and the diffusion of the gospel. 
This event, as it appears from the old records, 
took place in the year 1706; and the number 
of ministers constituting the Presbytery, at the 


only to seven. It was entitled the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia,,and may be considered the 
nucleus of Presbyterianism in this country— 
the first judicatory of that church which is now 
so widely extended. As it may interest the 
curious, we will insert entire the minutes 
of the first sessions of this original judicatory. 
These are written in a hand more resembling 
Greek than English, and were not decyphered 
without difficulty. The abruptness of the com- 
mencement arises from the unfortunate loss of 
the first leaf of the records, which probably 
contained some particulars of the formation of 
this Presbytery. 


“de regimine Ecclesia, which being heard was 
approved of and sustained. He gave in also 
his Thesis to be considered of against next 


Sederunt 2d. 10 bris 27. 

Post preces sederunt, Mr. Francis McKemie, 
Moderator, Messrs. Jedediah Andrews, and 
John Hampton, ministers. | 

Mr. John Boyd performed the other parts of 
his tryals, viz. preached a popular sermon on 
John i. 12.—defended his Thesis; gave satis- 
faction as to his skill in the languages, and 
answered to extemporary questions; ‘all which 
were approved of and sustained. 

Appointed his ordination to be on ye next 
Lord’s day, ye 29th inst. which was accord- 
ingly performed in the public meeting house of 
this place, before a numerous assembly; and 
the next day he had ye certificat of his ordina- 


Philadelphia, March 22d, 1707. 

Post preces sederunt, Messrs. John Wilson, 
Jedediah Andrews, Nathaniel Taylor, George 
MeNish, ministers. Jesephk Yard, William 
Smith, John Gardener, James Stoddard, elders. 

Master John Wilson, by plurality of votes 
was chosen Moderator; Mr. George McNish 
was chosen Clerk to the Presbytery. 

This day aletter sent by Mr. Samuel Davies 
to the Presbytery was presented to them; it 
being moved by one of the members that the 
letter might be read, it was accordingly read 
and considered, and Mr. Davies his reasons for 


ceding meeting of the Presbytery, were not 
sustained by the Presbytery. | 

Ordered that the next dyet of the Presbyte- 
ry be held upon Tuesday at four o’clock in the 
afternoon. | 

Mr. Francis McKemie and Mr. John Wilson 
are appointed to preach upon Tuesday upon 
ye subjects appointed them at the last Presby- 
tery from Heb. 1. 1, 2 v. by way of exercise 
and addition.* 

Martii 25. Post preces sederunt, John Wil- 
Mr. John Wilson delivered their discourses ac- 
cording to appointment and were approven by 
the Presbytery. 

Ordered that a letter be writ and sent to Mr. 


by Master John Wilson, requiring him to be 
present at our next meeting in this place. 
Appointed that the letters sent from the peo- 
le of Snow Hill in Somerset be read before the 
sbytery. 
The letters were accordingly read and their 
tery. And whereas the aforesaid people do by 
dress the Presbytery for their joynt concur- 
rence and assistance in prosecuting their call to 
Mr. John Hampton that he may undertake the 
work of the ministry among them, as their set- 


Ordered by the Presbytery that the call be 
sent to Mr. Hampton by the foresaid people 
and also the other paper containing their sub- 
scriptions for his encouragement to undertake 
the work of the ministry among them, be 


which accordingly were given him. 


- *The following minutes show that the rule of 


Presbytery in relation to this exercise was notype 
ected with *€1713 Mr. George Mic 
ish not having his exercise ready, 


for not preparing of it 
prepare and deliver the 


~ 


Snowhill, gave several sati reasons, why 


the said Mr. Hampton, have the call and the 
his further perusal, till the next Presbytery. 
be sent in name of the-Presbytery to the peo- 


for a settled minister among them and that Mr. 
Nathaniel Taylor write the letter expressing the 
09 of the Presbytery which was accordingly 
done. 

-Appointed that the Presbytery meet 
at ten o clock and that Mr. Andrews and Mr. 
John Boyd prepare some overtures to be con- 
sidered by the Presbytery, for propagating reli- 
gion in their respective congregations. 

Martii 26. Post preces sederunt, the modera- 
tor &c. Ordered by the Presbytery that Mr. 
Francis Mc. Kemie write to Scotland to Mr. 
Alexander Coldin minister of Oxnam of the 
Presbytery of————and to give an account of 
the state and circumstances of the dissenting 
Presbyterian interest among the people in and 
about Lewistown and to signify the earnest de- 
syres of that people for the said Mr. Coldin’s 
coming over to be their minister; and that Mr. 
Mc. Kemie make report of his diligence herein 
against the next Presbytery. 

The Presbytery appoints Mr. John Wilson 
to write to the Presbytery of. to the ef- 
fect foresaid and make report of his case herein 
against the next Presbytery. 

Overtures proposed to the Presbytery and 
agreed upon for propagating the interest of re- 
ligion; | 

First, that every minister in their respective 
congregations reade and comment upon a chap- 
ter of the Bible every Lord’s day, as discretion 
and circumstances of tyme, place, &c. will ad- 
mit. | 

Second over: That it be recommended to 
every minister of the Presbytery to set on foot 
and encourage private christian societies. 

Third over: That every minister of the Pres- 
bytery supplie neighbouring desolate places 
where a minister is wanting and opportunity of 
doing good offers. | 

The Presbytery do appoint Mr. Jedediah 
Andrews and Mr. Nathaniel Taylor, to prepare 
a Presbyterial sermon each of them to be de- 
livered against the next Presbytery. Mr. An- 
drews to Ciscourse from Heb. 1 chap. 3 v. the 


first, and Mr. Taylor from latter part of the 


verse. 

Appointed that the Presbytery meet upon the 
first Tuesday of Aprile, 1708, at Philadelphia 
and this meeting was concluded. 

May the 18th, at a meeting of Presbytery at 
Philadelphia, 1708, post preces sederunt, min- 
isters, Messrs, Samuel Davies, John Wilson, Je- 
dediah Andrews, Nath. Taylor, John Hampton, 
John Boyd. Elders, Joseph Yard, Bell, 
John Gray. 

Mr. Samuel Davies was chozen Moderator. 
Ordered by the Presbytery that Mr Jed. An- 
drews deliver his presbyterial exercise to-mor- 
row at ten of the clock in the meeting house, 
and that Mr. Nath. Taylor/deliver his on Fri- 
day next ut ten of the clock in the morning. 
This day were read before the Presbytery a 


their desire and petition to the Presbytery to 
have the ordinances of the Gospel administered 


with more convenience and nearness to the 
place of their abode for the greater advantage 
and@ ease to their several family’s, promising 
withal due encouragement to the minister that 
shall be appointed thus to supply them. 


Ordered by the Presbytery that this letter be 
read at the next session to-morrow afternoon 
and that another letter from some persons about 
Apoquinimi be considered against the next dyet 
of the Presbytery at the tyme foresaid. 
This day was also read a letter from several 
persons in the town of New Castle wherein 
they crave that the people of Whiteclay Creek 
may not be suffered to set up a meeting house 
in the country, that their meeting house and 
congregation in New Castle may not be damag- 
ed by this rupture of their fellow members of 
Whit. creek. 

Ordered, that this letter be considered at the 
next session of the Presbytery. 3 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 1831. 


All letters, papers, and communications, rela- 
ting to THE PRESBYTERIAN, or designed for inser- 
tion in its columns, will be addressed to the Editor, 
or to the Printers, at No. 224 Walnut street, Phi- 
ladelphia., All communications and letters, except 
those which report the names of Subscribers, must 
be frost paid, 


ADDITIONAL AGENTS. 
Lexington, K. Daniel A. Sayre, Esq.—Mar- 
tin’s Store, N. C. Rev. Duncan McIntyre.—Colum- 
bus, Tenn. John Love, Esq.—WNorfolk, Va. William 
Quarrier.—Cincinnati, O. Henry B. Funk, Esq.— 
Asbury, N. J. Rev. J. R. Castner.— Widdle 
Smithfield, Pa, Rev. S. Sturgeon, 


The Presbytery of Philadelphia is now in ses- 
sion. While they need and pray for wisdom from 
above to guide them to a right discharge of every 
duty, and for grace to preserve them from every 
thing which may dishonour God, or injure his 
Church ; we would respectfully suggest it as the 
special duty of our brethren of the Elders and pri- 
vate members of the churches of this Presbytery, 
to remember this Jidicatory daily and fervently 
before the Throne of Mercy. 


‘We understand that the” xcellent little Tract 
from which we published #' - article on our ** Duty 
to the Heathen,” in our’ :ghth number, is printed 
and for sale by T. R. Marvin, Printer, 114 Wash- 
ington street, Boston, Mass. 7 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

As numerous applications are made for the back 
numbers of our paper, and as we have run short of 
the first Number, we now inform the applicants, 
thata second edition of that number is under con- 
sideration, and that the decision will probably be, 
to proceed with it. As soon as we come to a deter- 
mination on the subject, we shall let it be known. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We heartily thank our old classmate and esteem- 
ed brother for his kind remarks, and shall endea- 
vour to profit by them. Our generous friend at 
Cincinnati has our grateful acknowledgments ;— 


his request will be immediately attended to. 
a 


_ Another Pledge for Foreign Missions.—Our 
readers. will be pleased to see, in our second 


ion of the or New- 


he could not at this time comply with it, that 
paper of subscription retained in his hands for 
Ordered further in this afaire, that a letter 


ple of Snowhill to encourage their endeavours 


letter sent by the people of, and about White- | 
clay creek in New Castle a importing 


> 


bytery of Baltimore. We hope to hear of many 
others adopting the same noble and Christian 
plan, which we believe to be destined by the 
great Head of the Church to produce a new era 
in our ecclesiastical history, and perhaps in 
the history of Missions and of the world. 
Ifa similar resolution should be adopted by 


two, three, or more of the feebler Presby- 
teries, we should be able at the very out- 
set, to fit out at once from forty to fifty Mis- 


interest, which these heralds of mercy would 
create in our churches, in the labours of Chris- 
tian benevolence and the sympathies which 
their reports would awaken and maintain in the 
hearts of our brethren, would ensure a growing 
desire of promoting the kingdom of Christ, and 
the’salvation of souls, both at home and abroad; 


‘corresponding efforts would be made; the num- 


ber of our Missionaries would soon be doubled, 
and trebled; other evangelical denominations 
would be provoked to a holy emulation of our 
example; they would adopt similar resolutions; 
and the glad tidings of salvation would soon be 
proclaimed by tenfold the present numberof Mis- 
sionaries to every nation underheaven. Such, 
with confident dependence on the Divine bles- 
sing, we conceive to be the probable results of 
the plan, which the example of two Presbyte- 
ries now press home upon the attention of their 
brethren. 


FOR THE 
MONTHLY CONCERT. 


When we assemble in the house of prayer, 
and lift up our hearts to God in humble suppli- 
cation, we have the unspeakable privilege to 
know that our prayers are heard, and that we 
are accepted in them through the gracious in- 
tercession of Christ. When we come to the 
throne of Grace for the purpose of imploring the 
Divine blessing upon our souls, and upon the 
means of grace, that we may be sanctified, 
weaned from the world, divorced from our cor- 
ruptions, fitted to live for the glory and prepar- 
ed to die in the peace of God; we are consoled 
with the thought, that the Spirit helps us to ut- 
ter our desires, and even that these very desires 
of holiness and communion with our heavenly 
Father, that burn in our hearts and labour for 
expression, are the fruits of the Holy Spirit’s 
operations and the evidences of his presence 
there. So also when the burden of our petition 
is that the kingdom of Christ may come, when 
our souls glow with zeal for the honour of our 
heavenly king and the extension of his gracious 
dominion in the world, when our hearts yearn 
over the souls of the perishing, and mourn over 
the desolations of Zion, and the wretchedness 
of the dark and the destitute; we are as- 
sured that these views, so impressive and pow- 
erful, and these feelings so pure and heavenly, 
are not the offspring of the “carnal mind, 
which is enmity against. God.” We trace 
these exercises to a higher origin than any 
created fountain of thought and feeling: and 
knowing that the Holy Spirit disposes no 
one to ask, what he means to'deny, or what 
he cannot consistently. bestow, we are en- 
couraged to wait on God with the assurance of 
receiving a gracious answer. Through impa- 
tience or ignorance, we may ask in some re- 
spects amiss; we may pray that God would 
time his mercies, or locate the bright cloud of 
his tabernacle, according to our own narrow and 
foolish conceptions: in this, we can only expect 


| for Christ’s sake, not to be answered, but for- 


given. The Lord is sovereign; and although 
he gives every assurance that he will hear and 
answer the prayers of his people, yet, in perfect 
consistency with this assurance, he answers 
them in his own time, and in his own way. 
When, therefore, we come together for the 
purpose of supplicating the Lord for the out- 
pouring of his Spirit upon the Church and the 
world, we may be assured, that if we come in 
humble confidence, we shall not approach in 
vain. The prayers of God’s people are among 
the means which he has ordained for the en- 
largement and decoration of his Zion. Earnest 
prayer is so intimately and inseparably con- 
nected with corresponding activity and effort, 
and with a diligent use and successful application 
of the means of grace, (as far as we can be said 


importunate, “ fervent, faithful prayer,” which 
lays hold on the promises of God, and will not 
let them go, until he give the blessing, may be 
justly considered a pledge that the prayer will 
be “effectual.” When the Lord’s set time to 
visit Zion comes, it will be a time of humble, 
solemn supplication. The duty of secret, as 
well: as of social prayer—of praying without 
ceasing—will be more imperiously felt, and 
more generally practised. Our churches, gene- 
rally, are, as yet, only half awake to the impor- 
tance of this duty; only see dimly, as if in the 
visions of the night, the desolations of that 
ruined world which demands their supplica- 
tions; only hear imperfectly, as one waking 


for help, arising from the depth of that spiri- 
tual darkness which invests the troubled na- 
tions of the earth. There is a moral. earth- 
quake shaking the pillars of Satan’s kingdom, 
and causing it to tremble to its centre; and 
yet we sit almost the unconcerned spectators 
of the convulsions, which are to precede and 


~ 


Ordered, that whefées Mt. Hampton after his | eign Field, in brotherly emulation of the Pres- 
receiving the call to him from the people at 


our stronger Presbyteries, and by unions of | 


sionaries for the mighty harvest of souls. The} 


as instruments, to apply them;) that a spirit of 


from his sleep, the voice of alarm, and the cry 


introduce “ the terible day of the Lord!” O 
let us seek more earnestly for that faith, which, 
by giving us & clearer view—a more realizing 
sense of the glories and terrors of an ever- 
‘lasting scene, may enable us to look on things, 
now, with a measure of that spirit, with which|S 
we shall we view them in a dying hour or in the 

light of the great day of judgment. If we can 


labour, and deny ourselves; then shall our 
eburches put forth their energies,—and clothed 
in the might of faith, animated with the love, 
and sustained by the Spirit of God, they will 
walk forth, leaning on the arm of their Beloved, 
and be his willing, blessed, and successful in- 
struments, in showing forth his glory, and pro- 
claiming his salvation to the sinful, miserable, 
and perishing multitudes, who sit in the re- 
gions, and beneath the shadow of spiyitual 
death. 


REVIVALS. 
From various quarters, the news, so refresh- 
ing to the Christian’s soul, still arrives with as- 
surance that ‘‘ the armof the Lord has been re- 
vealed” in many favoured places of our land, 
and that many souls give evidence of being 
‘turned from darkness unto light! If there is 
joy in heaven over one repenting sinner, how 
much should there be on earth, over hundreds, 
who as far as man can see, are turned from the 
way of death? ‘The great day will disclose the 
secrets of all hearts, and show how far, in every 
case, outward appearances indicate the quick- 
ening presence ofthe Holy Spirit. Still let us 
hope and pray, and rejoice in the anticipation, 
that those who now walk with the followers of 
the Lamb through the vale of tears, will here- 
after be found with them on the mount of 
triumph. 
From between fifty and sixty notices of revi- 
vals in different places, from Maine to North 
Carolina, and from Massachusetts to Ohio, we 
select the following. | 
New York City.—On the last Sabbath was 


the communion season in several of the church- 
es in this city, and as many of the subjects of 
the recent revival then came forward to make a 
public profession of their faith, it was a season 
of unusual interest. The numbers admitted 
into different churches were as follows; In the 
Brick church in Beekman-street, under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. Dr. Spring, 44; Bowery 
church, Rev. Dr. Woodbridge pastor, 29; 
Laight-street church, Rev. Dr. Cox pastor, 125; 
Canal-street church, Rev. Mr. M’Cartee pastor, 
34; Cedar-strcet church, Rev. C. Mason pastor, 
61; Reformed Dutch church in Broome-street, 
Rev. Dr. Brodhead, pastor, 29. 

We learn that the Reformed Dutch church in 
Franklin-street, under th® pastoral care of the 
Rev. Mr. Dubois, will celebrate the Lord’s Sup- 
per next Sabbath with an accession of 80 mem- 
bers from the world. 

Thirty persons, we are informed, have recent- 
ly been added to the communion of the church 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Milnor. 
—N. Y. Observer. 

In Ware Village, Mass.—We are now en- 
joying an extensive revival. Its commence- 
ment among professing Chritians, took place as 
early as the first of December last ; and for about 
about two months its influence appeared to be 
confined to the church. Many professors of reli- 
gion had seasons of thorough searching of heart, 
and in sgme cases Christians had deep and pun- 
gent distress of mind. And there was during 
this time a gradual and very perceptible increase 
of fervor and spirituality inthe church. Abédut 
the first of February, there were a few cases of 
inquiry among impenitent sinners, and since 
that time, cases of conviction and hopeful con- 
version have been numerous. We never have 
had a season of more joyful interest. The 
revival has been remarkably still in .its pro- 
gress, and at the farthest remove from mere 
animal excitements. Scarce any addition has 
been made to the usual means of grace. The 
work has gone forward in such a way, as most 
effectually to show it to be the work of God; 
and’ there has been no time, when the prospect 
of a continuance and increase of the work were 
better than at the present moment.—-Bost. Rec. 

Plymouth, Mass.—We are informed that an 
interesting revival is in progres in this place. 
Several Universalists‘hawe become hopeful sub- 
jects of the work.—Chr. Soldier. 

Bluehill, Me.—Elder Darling writes to the 
editor of the Portland Advocate, under date of 
March 18th, as follows: “In my letter to you 
Jan. 6th, I gave an account of the commence- 
ment of a work ofdivine grace in Sullivan, which 
has proved, as was hoped to be the beginning 
of good days. Since that time the work has been 
powerful and glorious. Many that were stout 
hearted and far from righteousness, some of 
whom were strong advocates for Universal salva- 
tion, have bowed to the sceptre of the Prince of 
peace, and now bear living testimony that the 
Gospel of Christ is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God to them that believe. Our 
meetings are solemn, still and impressive. 
Converts are remarkably clear and decided, and 
boldly advocate the cause of truth. A large 
proportion of such as have found peace in be- 
lieving, are ship masters and sailors, who do 
business on the mighty waters. Thirty-four, 
having obtained fellowship of the church, I have 
had the privilege of baptizing and adding to the 
church, four of whom were far advanced in life. 
There are now several candidates waiting an 
opportunity.to come forward, and others are in- 
quiring what they shall do to be saved. 


These are avery few specimens out of the many 
reports, which the religious papers furnish con- 
cerning what the Lord is doing in his churches. 
May the hallowed influence of the Holy Spirit 
descend, in wider effusions and increasing pow- 
er, until the whole earth be filled with the 
knowledge of the grace and glory of our cove- 
nant God. 

MISSIONS. 

While in this country, and in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, domes- 
tic Missions are undertaken and supported with 
some degree of zeal and success; still in both 
countries, there are many waste places in the vine- 
yard of the Lord, over which the heart of Christian 
benevolence mourns, and from which a voice 
arises, imploring help from those to whom God 
has given the ability toaid them. Other fields, 
too, are opening in other countries, nominally 
Christian, where, hitherto, the moral soil has 
been choked with the weeds of superstition, or 
blighted with the chilling gloom of infidelity. 
The revolution in France is preparing the way, 
apparently, for the entrance and the ultimate 
triumph of the truth: and may we not hope 
that those of Belgium, Poland, and the Italian 
are the civil earthquakes which betoken 


the approaching presence of the Lord in the 


of Providence begins to unfold in all the vast- 
ness of their spiritual desolation, whe does not 
see that the time has come, when the churches 
of the Lord Jesus Christ must awake to self- 
denial, fervent prayer, and faithful effort—when 
every Church must become a missionary socie- 
ty, and every Christian a missionary, or an ar- 


who has said, ‘‘ The silver and the gold is mine,” 
the gold and the silver, the persons and the 
powers of his servants must be liberally and | 
unreservedly devoted? If God has given his 
own Son for our redemption, that we may be 
made heirs of everlasting life; surely we ought 
not to hold pleasure, earthly interest, or friends, 
or life, dear to us, provided we can by the sa- 
crifice of part, or all, of these, promote the glo- 
ry of our God and the kingdom of our Saviour. 


. GENERAL SUMMARY. 


RELIGIOUS 
The Rev. President Humphreys will preach 
the annual sermon at the meeting of the American 
Sunday School Union, in May next, the Rev. Pro- 
fessor Rice having declined his appointment on 
account of ill health. 


Travels and conquests of the ** Swearer’s Pray- 
er.”——The following facts, says an Agent of the 
American Tract Society in Missouri, were related 
to me by the individual who presented the Tract, 
and in their correctness I have reason to place en- 
tire confidence. ‘Che Swearer’s Prayer was given 
‘toa man, who had awfully abandoned himself to 
blaspheme the name of God, but whose rd for 
the individual by whom it was presented induced 
him to read it. It wounded, but toheal. He is 
now restored from a debased, despicable standing 
in society, to an honourable and useful standing in 
the church. Th@identical Tract travelled nearly 
an hundred miles. It fell into the hands of three 
other individuals of a similar character; and all 
the four have, in the judgment of enlightened cha- 
rity, pee means of this Tract, obtained a gra- 
cious claim to a standing at God’s right hand. 
Am. Tr. Magazine. 
Choctaw Testament.—The translation of one of 
the Gospels into the Choctaw language has been 
nearly finished by the missionaries, and will proba- 
bly be printed during the next summer, Other 
books are in a state of forwardness. 

A Roman Catholic converted by a Tract.—In Al- 
bany, a Tract fell into the hands of a Roman Cath- 
olic woman, who had been the victim of gross igno- 
rance and superstition. It awakened in her a 
spirit of inquiry. The Bible, which hithertoshe had 
not read, was resorted to, to solve her doubts; her 
mind became enlightened by a saving knowledge 
of itstruths; she has renounced her superstitions, 
and is now an active member of an evangelical Pro- 
testant Church. NM. Y. 

BIBLE BurNT.—WVelson County, (Ky.) Feb 10, 
1831.—About two miles from this place near the 
mouth of Cox’s Greek, in Bullitt county, only a few 
days since, a Roman priest durned a Bible, that 
had been given to a man gratis by the Bible Socie- 
He pronounced it corrupt, cut out the leaves, 
and threw them into the fire, and laid the lids back 
on the shelf again. This, Sir, is certainly a fact, 
and if you will have the priest’s name, write to me, 
and I will give you the whole affair, names and 
all. — Baptist 

Sunday School Meeting at Savannah.—An in- 
teresting meeting was recently held at the Inde- 

endent Presbyterian Church in this city to aid 


tions in the city amount to more than $610. 
Religions of the whole Globe.—One of the French 
papers: published the subjoined as an estimate 
‘* founded upon very careful investigation :’—JU., S. 
Cath, Miscel. 
Roman and Greek Catholics - 
Greeks, Russians, and Easterns 
Protestants of 16 various sects - 
Monophysites of eight sects - 
Jews - - - - 
Mahometans of five sects - 
Followers of Zoroaster - 
Confucians ~ - - 
Polytheists of four sects - 
Followers of St. Simon 


135,100,000 
780,000 


PO; ITICAL. 

Britain. —A severe snow-storm swept over this 
country, early in February, which blocked up the 
roads, stopped a number of the mail coaches, and 
occasioned several deaths. Lord Russell has intro- 
duced into Parliament his Bill for Reform, which 
appears to be as liberal as the present state of 
things in that country would justify. Indeed, it is 
much too liberal for the tory party, and for those 
who are interested in keeping up the representa- 
tion from those Boroughs, which time and circum- 
stances have depopulated, and which, on this ac- 
count are commonly called rotten Boroughs. It is 
rather a novel spectacle to see the King and Cabi- 
net of Great Britain projecting and proposing a plan 
of such a character as to be deemed too republican, 
too friendly tothe just rights of the people, in the 
eyes of nearly one half of the Parliament; a suffi- 
cient proof of the necessity of the proposed reform. 
The plan wholly disfranches sixty boroughs, and 
reduces forty-six toone membereach. Itgivestwo 
members to each of mine large towns, and to four 
of the suburbs of London; to eighteen other towns, 
one member each ; all which have hitherto been 
partially, or not at all represented: and it extends 
the right of voting to all males of full age, not sub- 
ject to legal incapacity, and possessed of real pro- 
perty of the yearly value of fen founds sterling, 
($44, 44 cts.) or in cities, occupying for six months 
previous to an election, a tenement of the same 
yearly value. The vote is to be given, not by bal- 
lot, but viva voce. This plan is to be extended to. 
Scotland and Ireland; and the celebrated O‘Con- 
nell, promises, that if the Bill pass, he will not 
bring forward his bill for the repeal of the Union. 

On the 2!st of March, Lord Russell moved the 
second reading of the Bill, and after much warm de- 
bate, which: was renewed on the 22d his motion was 
carried by a majority of only one vote, 302 being 
for the reading and S01 against it. There will be 
an ardent struggle to defeat the Bill, when it passes 
to athird reading, and if its friends gain the day in 
the Lower Houszg, it will still have a struggle to 
get through the House of Lords; although we hope, 
that it will ultimately triumph over all opposition. 
Its failure would be the signal for excesses through- 
out the nation, which would be likely to issue in a 
revolution, effected by violence and blood. 

Treland—In the county of Mayo in the west of 
Ireland the people are suffering the evils of famine, 
owing to a second failure of their crops, 

France.—In Paris considerab‘« disturbance took 
place, occasioned by an imprudent degree of osten- 
tation displayed in celebrating the funeral mass of 
the Duke of Berri. The vengeance of the people 
was directed against the priests, who only escaped 

destruction by the humane interposition of the Na- 
tional Guards ; and against several of the Catholic 
Churches, which they deprived of theirimages, and 
wherever a fleur de lis appeared, whether carved 
in wood or stone, or wrought in iron, it was defaced 
or broken. ‘Their chief fury fell on the archbish- 
op’s palace, of which they left little standing ex- 
cept the walls, There has been another change 


dent supporter of missionaries—when to Him | 


of the ministry. The character of the new cabinet 


gent has promised to protect them. ae 
Jtaly.—The insurrections which had taken place 
in several of the Italian States have been nearly, if 
not altogether, quashed by the Austrian troops : 
so that unless France should interfere, the chmins cf 
oppression and superstition wilt be riveted anew on 
the necks of the people. : 

Poland.—Two battles have been fought on the 
19th and 25th of February between the Poles and 
the Russians. The Poles, on both: occasions, fought 
with the utmost bravery, and in the first engage- 
ment, appear to have been victorious ; but owing to 
the vast superiority of the Russians in numbers, tho 
second appears to have been unfavourable to the 
Poles. The latter have retreated upon Warsaw, 
and Praga has fallen inte the hands of the Russians. 
Prince Radzivill has resigned the command in chief, 
and the third in command, General Skrynerki, who 
is represented to be a second Koskiuske. The 
Russian force in these engagements was nearly 
double that of the Poles. Indeed, unless some un- 
foreseen circumstances should intervene, known only 
to Him, whocan pluck the victory from the strong, 
and cause help toarise for the oppressed ; humanly 
speaking, it seems exceedingly improbable that the 
Poles can long resist the multitude of enemies, 
which threaten te overwhelm them. Several 
thousands on each side have fallen; but the ac- 
counts are s@ contradictory, that we shall not at- | 
tempt to put a definite number on the mournful 
multitude of the slain,—who alas! have now ao 
country, either to conquer or defend, 


DOMESTIC. 

Elofement of a Nun.—A principal nun, named 
Sister Gertrude, has lately eloped in disguise from 
the Nunnery in Georgetown, D. C, ; and taken re- 
fuge in the family of Gen. Van Ness, mayor of the 
city of Washington, whose lady is her cousin. 

took the veil at 15 years of age, and has been a mem- 
ber of the Convent, 17 years, She was the chief in- 
structressin the academy of the institution, and it is 
said her loss will be deeply felt. By her own free 
avowals it appears, that her heart has more than 
once bled for the innocent victims whom she hasseen 
entrapped by those arts which beguiled her, or be- 
trayed into rash vows by a morbid sensibility, un- 
der worldly disgusts or disappointments. Report 
will have it, however, that her leaving the convent 
is from the influence of disappointed arabition, two 
nuns from France having been lately promoted to 
higher honor in the Nunnery. This was a-move- 
ment made by the party called ultras; but Sister 
Gertrude was one of the diderals. 

‘The Education Reporter, of March 3ist has a 
vote of the Directors of the American Institute of 
Instruction, offering a premium of twenty dollars, 
ora medal of that value, for the best Essay on the 
construction of common school houses. ‘The pre- 
mises are, its location, dimensions, arrangement, 
best mode of lighting, warming, and ventilating it, 
and to economy in space, materials and furniture. 
Communications addressed to the Secre of 
the Institute at any time previous to the last day of. 


st. 
Signed, GIDEON F. THAYER, 


ec. Secretary. 
Boston, March 253, 1831. 


Colonization of Free Blacks.—The Board of 
Managers of the American Colonization Society 
have passed a Resolution ‘that, encouraged by 


000 | the kind Providence which has thus far favoured 


their efforts, they will immediately commence ar 
rangements for obtaining the necessary funds, and 
sending to Liberia within the present year, six ves- 
sels, from different ports of the United States, on 
the first days of May, July, September, Novem- 
ber, January, and March. The first vessel shalt 
sail from New-York on the first of May, the second 


3 | from Baltimore, on the first of July; the third from 


Philadelphia, on the first of September; and the 


shall, with the aid of other means at the command 
of the Society, secure the requisite funds—such pla- 
ces to be designated in due time.” 

Emigration to the United States.—The London 
**\World” of Feb, 21st has the following article. 
‘* We find by letters from the country, that num- 
bers of excellent persons, in various parts, are ar- 
ranging to leave their native land for America. 
From one town a minister, Sunday School teachers, 
and many families, are about to embark and to form 
a coiony in the valley of the Mississippi; and, in- 
deed, there seems to be a general impression pre- 
vailing through the country, that Europe is about 
to undergo a_ terrible convulsion, and that Provi- 
dence has provided an asylum for the peateable 
and the pious inthe New World. 

Antartic Expedition.--Letters have heen receiv- 
ed in New York from J. N. Reynolds, Esq. one of 
the scientific gentleman attached to the American 
discovery brigs, Seraph and Annawan, dated in the 
interior of the Araucanian country. They were, 
then proceeding to visit a volcano, when they 


of the exploring vessels. 

A. school-master in Massachusetts, was dismis- 
sed by the school committee, and refused his wa- 
ges, for having permitted the New Testament to 
be read inschool! To the credit of the district, 
however, he was employed to teach a private 
school; and a large majority of his former scholars 
are his scholars still. This school committee no 
doubt, pride themselves upon their “liberality.” 


NOTICES. 

Presbyterial Prayer Meeting. a 
A special prayer meeting will be held this evening, (20th 
inst.) at half past 7 o’clock, in the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, of which the Rev. Mr. Encuzs is pastor; which, it 
is expected, many of the members of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, now in session, will attend, to implore the 
outpourings of the Holy Spisit epoa the churches withio 

their bounds, 


— 


On Wednesday, the 27th of April, and the following 
Thursday and Friday, the First Reformed Dutch Charch, 
in Crown street, will be open for religious worship. Divine 
Service will commence on each of those days at half past 
10 o’clock, A. M. and at half past 3, and half past 7 o’clock, 
P. M. 


BIBLE SOCIETY.—The annual meeting of the Phile- 
delphia Bible Society, will be held in the Tenth Presbyte- 


rian Church, curner of Walaut and Twelfth streets, on Wed- 
nesday evening, 4th of May next, at half past 7 o’clock, 
when the annual Report will be read and some interesting 
addresses will be delivered. The managers and members 
of the Female Bible Society, the officers and members of 
Auxiliary Bible Societies, and the citizens generally, are 
requested to attend. A collection will be taken up, and an 
election for officers for the ensuing year will take place. 

P. F. Mayen, Corresponding Sec’y. 

P. Recording Sec’y; 


NOTICE 


| Agreeably to charter, is bereby given to the members of 


“The Corporation for the Relief of poor and distressed 
Presbyterian ministers, and of the poos aud 

widows and children of Presbyterian ministers,” that a 
meeting of said corporation is to take place on the 20th of 


at 5 o’clock, P. M. for the despatch of all business that may 


P July; to be acted on at the annual meeting in Au- © 
unday Schools in the ‘*Great Valley.” Subscrip- | §¥ 


others from different places, whenever such places 


would return to the coast, to embark again on board . 


May next, in the First Presbyterian church in Philadelphia, 


- 4 ‘ 


Ee Of the earliest churches; ‘were subséqnent- fields of Christian enterprise, which the hand Beigium—The Beigians, anable to get « Rng, 2 
& ° < 

: | have chosen &@ regent. The Vice President of q 

the National Congress; M. de Chokier, said to 4 

< be a man of great worth and} popdlesity, has 4 

q been raised to this office, The king of Hol- ; 

| land, while he has resigned his title t6 um 
4 | claims the Province cf Luxemburg asa part of < 

| the great German confederacy. On theether hand, : 

: the Luxemburgers have sent deputies te the Bel- 4 

: ric Government for troops and arms, and the re- 2 

with any ecclesiastical denomination, | 

- ‘were subsequent measures. Philadelphia 
2 claims thé ur of receiving into her bosom | 4 
‘the regularly constituted Presbyterian | 
ia Church in the United States. This claim has | 
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3 then be brought before the Board, | 3 | 
ASHBEL GREEN, | 
ne cus himsel oF 8) ness for | April 20, 1831. Bec’y of the Corporation. 
4 sooner, abd ordered tc | is said to be pacific. However this may be a royal DIED — 3 
= | . | ordinance spassed for calling into active service, The celebrated Rex te 
— lory of his power, and in the majesty and mer-| the contingtmt of the.class of 1851, consisting of | parsed life about the of | 


that days" and sb those-employed, ito 
pinmitation. . Isit not} 


evident, that, thoge sho, hay no Sabbath at.sil,. 


govertiztient’ fotthd the Sabbetti’ already in‘ex- 


“ald, Mr. says, 
no.constitutional’ power to interfere with reli-. 


gion, .His own principles, theny require a re- 


. But it is said by others, that, although the 
law -doés partially abolish the Sabbath, yet it 


| _jinterferes with no man’s conscience, because 


BY. RB. MONTGOMERS. 


The -maeads of-heav And oh! how.c 
- 
Tih agin ew winds seal ye, 
Ain é emerald leaves—or infant wind. 


mong the 
Alone ds mary tbe ofthescene. 


Spirit ofall! ane on star-hung deep 
and b ge 


_ thoa around!: Thy beauty walks 

ajry music o’er the midnight heavens; 
shadowed on the slambering world. 
_ [From the Quarterly Theological Magazine.] _ 
ON A- PILE. OF. RUINS. 


PROM THE ITALIAN. 


Lask'd of Timez, whom is rear’d this mass, 
Wirose ruins now thou crumblest with the soil 1” 
He answer'd not, but fiercer shook his glass, 
”‘Agpd flew with swifter wing to wider spoil. 
Fask’d of Fame, “O thou, whose breath supplies 
‘Lifé to high works of wonder, whose remains 
Abeshid:to earth she bent ‘her mournful eyes, 
who sighing silently complains. 
amaze, turn’d my steps aside, 
each heap I saw OBtivion stride, 
With haughty mien and air of deep design— 
“‘Fheu then,” I'said, “ must know ; ah! deign declare.” 
Stertrbe replied, hoarse thunder shook the air, 
44 Whose.once it was I seek not—now ’tis mine.” 


“MISCELLANEOUS. 


"From the Washington Spectator. 
Mr..,Johnson’s Report on this law, may be 
resolved. propositions. 1, Its repeal 
wotild decide a religious question, and there- 
fore’ does not come within the powers of civil 
govertiment ; '2,-It ‘would unite Church and 
Skate; 3, It is inexpedient to repeal the law, 
beeause the the diffusion of intelligence would 
not so rapid. I have already shown that 
the two first of these positions, are not true; 
and tat the other involves the entire abolition 
of the Sabbath. 
-khete can be no question with any person, 
who. recollects that our government is republi- 
_ camy whether it would have suspended public 
business'on the seventh, instead of the first day 
of ‘the week, in. case the great mass of the 
had been .Jews or Sabbatarians. If a 
party..of Christians choose to live in a 
_ Jewish commonwealth, they must submit to 
thé” Jewish ‘laws. Should a minority of the 
_ people. of this country prefer a monarchy to a 
reppblic, would that bea valid reason for abol- 
ishing all government, and living in a state of 
anarchy? . 
I fave already shown that our general and 
state governments recognize the fact, that this 
is, 9-8 general sense, a nation of Christians, 
as distinguished from Jews, Mahometans, Pa- 
gars, or Nothingarians. The common use of 
the “Bible in‘the administration of oaths, is a 
distinct recognition of this fact. Had this 
been a nation of Mahometans, the Koran would 
uridoubtedly have beenselected for this purpose. 
I have proved also, that our civil authorities 
have_always recognized the first day of the 
week as a day of rest. This was done by the 
people from the first settlement of the.eountry ; 
and by the state.governments before, and at the 
time the Constitution was formed, from which 
the Féderal Government derives its powers. 
That instrument did not abolish this institution, 
nor -confer. any authority on the new govern- 
ment to abolish it by legislation. It was plain- 
ly not the intention of its framers to give the 
Federal Government any power to interfere 
with an institution, which had been long in ex- 
istence. and. was deemed by the great body of 
their constituents of vast importance. The in- 
sertion of such a power in the Constitution, 
would undoubtedly have insured its rejection 
by, every State.in the Union. Most of the 
States then existing, had laws enforcing the 
observance of the Sabbath. This fact affords 
additional evidence, not only that they held it 
in % 4 estimation, but that they did not intend 
to. give the new .government any control over 
it, The Post-Gffice law, requiring the transac- 
tion of business in that department every day 
tn the week, does, to a certain extent, abolish 
the Sabbath. And as the Constitution confers 
onthe general government no such power, the 
enactment. of this law was unconstitutional. 
But+this is not all. In passing the law in 
question, there was not merely the exercise of 
. & power not granted in the Constitution. That 
instrument recognizes, in express terms, the 
Christian Sabbath, as a day of rest from public 
business: It allows the President ten days, 
“‘Surpays exceprep,” to determine whether 
he will arprove, or reject a bill passed by 
Congress. Here we find in the Constitution 
itself’ a clear recognition of the fact, that this 
isa Christian nation, likely to elect a Chris- 
tign,, and not a-Jewish or heathen President, 
and.that Sunday, or the first day of the week, 
is, the Sabbath or day of rest. Whether this 
provision of the Constitution infringes any 
right of the-Jew or Sabbatarian, it is not my 
purpose to inquire. I take the Constitution, 
@z.t4,i2; and I find, that in the enactment of 
the-Jaw which we. ask Congress to -repeal, 
thete.was-not only the exercise of a power 
notigranted, .and which the people did. not in- 
ténd to grant, hut.a plain violation of the Con- 
itself..-And- this is the law which 


| compelled to. accept an office in that 
4 department, there, being always persons enough 


to fill it who have no scruples of conscience. 


So if the law required blasphemy, or the com- 
mission’ of any other crime; asa qualification | 
| for office, the same answer might be given with 


the same propriety. The business of the Post- 


4 Office requires, perhaps more than any other, 
“the employment of men of integrity and sound 
~}moral principle. But these are the men who 


are most likely to reverence the Sabbath, and 


{of course to be excluded from that department 


by the present law. ‘The law operates there- 
fore as a reward to vice, and a punishment to 
virtue. It offers a bribe to every friend of the 
Sabbath, to violate his conscience. ‘The expe- 
diency of such a law requires something more 
than strong assertion. “I'he safety of the mail, 


jis quite as important to the people, as its rapid 


conveyance. 

The friends of the present law reason on 
the supposition that its repeal would enforce 
the observance of the Sabbath. This is not 
true. It would leave the Sabbath precisely 
where the Constitution and the general gov- 
ernment found it—with the people, to be ob- 
served or not, according to every one’s convic- 
tion of duty. To repeal a law enforcing the 


violation of the Sabbath, is one thing; to en- 


force the observance of the Sabbath by law, 
is another and a very different thing. Mr. 
Johnson has in his report, however, confounded 
them together. 

But suppose the Sabbath to be of divine ap- 
pointment, and that we are bound to observe 
it as individuals; are we under any obligations 
to observe it in our national capacity? Is not 
religion a personal, and not a national concern? 


41 The present law does not permit all the peo- 


ple to observe the Sabbath as individuals. It 
does not permit them all to make religion a 
personal concer. No mah can, at the same 
time, sustain two opposite characters. He 
cannot observe the Sabbath as a Christian, and 
violate it as an officer of government. If he 
were cast into hell, as an officer, would not his 


|} sufferings be a personal concern? I have shown 


that we cannot be neutral in our national ca- 
pacity—that our government must throw its 
example and influence into one scale or the 
other; and to throw them against the Sabbath, 
is, to violate the Constitution, which recog- 
nizes its existence,—-to trample on the rights 
of the States, which enforce its observance,— 
and to destroy the principles of republicanism, 
by exercising power in opposition to the will 
of the majority. When the great mass of the 
American people shall require the abolition of 
the Sabbath by law, and shall have so amend- 
ed the Constitution as to confer this power on 
the Federal Government, it will then be time 
enough for them to exercise it. When things 
come to this, we will submit to the majority, 
and await the judgments of Heaven. 

But there is a class of good sort of people, 
many of them Christians, who profess to rev 
erence the Sabbath, as a divine institution, and 
to regret the existence of the present law, and 
who are opposed to petitioning Congress, or 
using any means to obtain its repeal, because 
they disapprove of religious combinations. It 
is doubtful whether those who offer this ob- 
jection, have any distinct idea of its import. 
The objection is not to the end to be accom- 
plished; for that is desired. It is not toacom- 
bination ; for the signers of any petition, do, in 
the same sense, form a combination, and the 
objéctors themselves sign other petitions. The 
objection is simply, that it is a religious com- 
bination; and if it contains any idea at all, it 
implies, that if the petitioners were infidels, 
lustead of Christians, they would unite with 
them; for then it would be no religious combi- 
nation, and the whole ground of objection would 
be removed. But how many centuries do these 
good people think will elapse before they will 
have the pleasure of co-operating with infidels, 
in rescuing the Sabbath from desecration and 


oblivion? Do they not knw that all the pow- 


ers of infidelity throughout our land, are now 
concentrated and directed against the Sabbath? 
Do they not know that all the hue and cry 
about priestcraft, and a union of Church and 
State, has been got up, in order to excite the 
prejudices and jealousies of this good sort of 
simple Christians, and thus enlist them under 
the banners of infidelity, for the purpose of 
destroying the Sabbath? Infidels of every des- 
cription lament that our rulers have given the 
people a Sabbath, on which they may be in- 
structed in the principles of Christianity.— 
They well know, that, without the Sabbath, 
the laws of God would be as inefficient, as the 
laws of our country without an administration. 
Hence the extraordinary exertions made by 
them to sustain the law under consideration, 
as an entering wedge, which may be driven 
occasionally, until the power of the Sabbath is 
destroyed. Even the champions of State rights, 
cast away all their conscientious scruples, and 
labor with all their might to support the plain- 
est breach of the Constitution ever made by our 


national legislature! Now, can any one in his} 


senses believe, that this institution will be sav- 
ed from complete annihilation by any other 
means than the faithful exertions of Christians, 
accompanied by the blessing of Him who is 
Lord of the Sabbath? SPECTATOR. 


RELIGION. 


Rational religion, hostile to nothing which 
is not hostile to the happiness of man, was 
never an enemy to innocent amusement, or a 
cheerful enjoyment of the gifts of Providence ; 
and they who teach otherwise, or exhibit it to 
their brethren under a forbidding aspect, do an 
essential injury to the very cause which they 
pretend to support. But God be praised, we 
live in a period when it seldom assumes such 
an aspect, when the sincerity of your piety will 
not be estimated from a sanctimonious appear- 
ance, demure looks, illiberal sentiments, vio- 
lent zeal, and monkish manners. oe 

Ye have scen the sun which rose in a mist, 
gradually dispelling the gloom, ascending to 
his meridian altitude, and with brightest splen- 
dour beaming en the nations:—in like man- 
ner, religion emerged from the obscurity in 


at the glorious .era of the Reformation, the 
shades of superstition fled away; and, since 


4 


: oa 


I 


Painful Recollections the best Legacy 
: by victous Pleasures: Or, the Fox 
in the garden-wall :—a Tal- 


‘¢ There is,” says king Solomon, ‘‘a sickening evil 
which I have observed under the sun, namely, 
riches preserved for its owner’s misfortune : and 
those riches lost through bad management. He 
brings forth a sos, but nothing is left for him. 
Now he returns to the place whence he came, 
naked and bare as he came from his mother’s 
womb ; without the least thing for all his labour, 
which he might carry with him in his hands.” 


reachers, like authors, are, 1 suspect, but 
fferent judges of their own performances. 
‘they are not endowed with singular modesty, 
they will oftentimes be-apt to think that excel- 
Jent, which in reality is far otherwise; to flatter 
themselves that they are got to the very top of 
they are many, many de- 
grees short of it; at least to apprehend in 
‘themselves but inconsiderable failures, when 
their hearers, more impartial judges, happen to 
}perceive in them very important ones. The 
consequence is manifest. 

Besides this, it is only the modest man that 
will listen to the criticisms of others, or that 
will improve by them. To be willing to hear 
our faults, is‘an high strain of humility: to be 
willing to mend them is still an higher. 
few of us are great enough to practise either! 

‘But suppose a preacher ever so modest, how 
rare is it to meet with any who are capable of 
criticizing with real taste and friendship !— 
Happy, thrice happy that preacher who finds rhigh 
but one such person, among all his acquaint- 
He hath found a diamond of the first 
water, as valuable as it is rare. 
on such a friend, as one of the most precious 
gifts of Heaven, as an inestimable treasure. 
Let him “ grapple him to his soul with hooks 
of stecl,” to use the words of a well known, but 
never enough admired poet. 
blemish he may not correct, no improvement 
he may not attain, with the assistance of such a 
friend, provided he have the fortitude to em- 
ploy him freely, and the sense to hearken to 
It will be easily supposed, 
that we do not exclude the assistance of genius, 
of application, or of piety. ‘These are all ap- 
parently necessary to raise him to any pitch of 
We may add to these one or more 
good models: not that he is to be a servile 
imitator of any model whatsoever, but only to 
take proper hints from thence, to enrich and 
complete his native fund; and, whilst he tran- 
scribes the beauties of other performers into 
his own manner, to give them a peculiar turn 
that shall render them in effect new and origi- 


oo. 


‘the ‘art, when, alas 


usual cunning. 


small aperture. 
There is no 


him attentively. 


his endeavours vain. 


What a pity is it, that instead of being at 
pains to obtain by proper study those beautiful 
and elevated conceptions, that would inspire 
the noblest performances, the preachers of so 
divine as a religion as ours, should so often 
content themselves with their taking up by 
chance whatever low or mistaken notions of 
their art comes in t 
stance, in what relates to the modulation of the 
voice ; can any thing be more improper than 
that which we frequently hear from the pulpit ? 
What shall we say of that violent vociferation, 
which sometimes hurts, nay, shocks the ear? 
Nothing surely can be more painful to hearers 
of the smallest delicacy, or more contrary to all 
the rules of public speaking.—Some again de- 


Eccles. v. 


These facts, which the Royal Philosopher 
stated as the result of his own experience, the 
learned Geneva illustrated by the following 


“The fox,” says he, “once camo near a 
‘ very fine garden, where he beheld lofty trees 
Jaden with fruit that charmed the eye. 
a beautiful sight, added to his natural greedi- 
ness, excited in him the desire of possession. 
He fain would taste the forbidden fruit, but a 
igh wall stood between him and the object of 
He went about in search of an 
entrance, and at last found an opening in the 
wall; but it was too small for his big body. 
Unable to penetrate, he had recourse to his 
He fasted three days, and be- 
came sufficiently reduced to crawl through the 
Having effected an entrance, 
he carelessly roved about in this delightful re- 
gion; making free with its exquisite produce, 
and feasting on its most rare and delicious fruit. 
He staid for some time and glutted his appe- 
tite; when a thought struck him, that it was 
possible he might be observed; and in that 
case, he should pay dearly for the enjoyed 
He therefore retired to the place 
where he had entered, and attempted to get 
out; but to his great consternation he found 
He had by indulgence 
grown so fat and plump, that the same space 
would no more admit him. 
predicament,” said he to himself. 
the master of the garden were now to come, 
and call me to account, what would become of 
I see, my only chance of escape is to 
fast and half starve myself.” 
great reluctance; and after suffering hunger 
for three days, he with difficulty made his 
As soon as he was out of danger, he 
took a farewell view of the garden, the scene 
of his delight and trouble ; and thus addressed 
it :—** Garden! garden! thou art indeed charm- 
ing and delightful, thy fruits are delicious and 
exquisite ; but of what benefit art thou to me? 
What have I now for all my labour and cun- 
ning !—Am [ not as lean as 1 was before ?” 

It is even so with man. 
into the world—naked must he go out of it: 
and of all his toils.and labour he can carry 
nothing with him, save the fruits of his right- 
cousness.— Medrash Koheleth. 


‘1 am ina fine 
‘¢ Suppose 


He did so with 


Naked comes he 


liver so precipitately, as quite to confound the 
very best compositions. 
of a school-boy repeating his lesson. 
seem impatient to finish their task: therefore 
they hurry it over; no mattcr how, so they can 
but get to the end of it. 
should either please of profit their hearers? 
Methinks a discourse so delivered may be com- 
pared to a land-flood, which pours along fu- 
riously for a little, but is quickly over, and 
leaves all behind it bare and waste, affording 
neither entertainment whilst it lasts, nor ad- 
vantage afterwards; whereas the same dis- 
course, pronounced with a proper grace and de- 
liberation, might resemble some gently flowing 
river, which at once delights the attentive be- 
holder, and refreshes all the neigbouring fields. 


They put one in mind 


Is it, possible they 


HENRY, EARL OF WARRINGTON. 


I next mention his regard to the sacred Ora- 
cles of God, the Holy Scriptures, and his care 
in reading and consulting them, to cull out 
such directions as might be useful upon all oc- 
casions, and applicable to the several emergen- 
T'o which end he had 
drawn up several heads (above an hundred in 
number) in a large book for that purpose, and 
under each head noted with his own hand, such 
places of Scripture as were properly reducible 
to them.—An cxample so much the more com- 
mendable and remarkable, as possibly more 
rare in persons of his station and variety of avo- 
cations: and would to God it were not too epi- 
demical a mistake, not only in men of honour, 
but of parts and wit, yea, and learning too, to 
lay aside the Bible, as a dull insipid book, fit 
only for the clergy to consult, or melancholy 
folks to pore on: alas! they little know the 
worth of it, that slight or disesteem it; but 
they that diligently consult it as the rule of 
life and manners, the more they adinire it; and 
as David and all good men have experienced 
it, find it, ‘¢a lanthorn to their feet, and a light 
I dare say with assurance that 
no one that has seriously set himself to read 
and consider it, ever found cause to repent the 
loss of his time; and that whosoever will take 
pains to note cown such passages as may be of 
most use and concern to him will find at once 
a faithful adviser, a trusty monitor, and a sure 
guide ; which will lead him into the paths of 
true wisdom and goodness; which two perfect 
human nature, and are the highest attainments 
of this life.—Funcral Sermon by Dr. Wroe. 


her pillow of rest. 


cies of his actions. 


of domestic calamity ! 


f ll, dead ! 
to their paths.” er of us all, deac 


floor of the house ! 


GLORY OF THE GOSPEL 


The visible creation, the heavens and the 
earth, the sun, moon, and stars, with all the 
laws, order and harmony in the natural system, 
as they are specimens .of almighty power, in- 
finite wisdom, and goodness; sothey may be 
considered, as adesigned manifestation of these 


“ ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD TO 
THEM THAT LOVE GOD.” 


Weare not able to furnish our readers with any 
authentic information respecting the origin or 
early history of the Rev. W. Thorpe. 
following particulars, from the introduction to a 
sermon preached at the ‘Tabernacle by this gen- 
tleman, March 16, 1828, are so touching, that 
we cannot forbear quoting them on this occa- 
sion.—* We know that all things work togeth- 
er for good to them that love God; to them 
who are the called according to his purpose.” 
—‘ These words,” the preacher says, “are 
doubtless intended for the common benefit of 
the Christian church; but [ have looked upon 
them likewise as a kind of family heritage. 
was the favourite text of my vencrated father, 
who found in it consolation and support, in the 
course of a difficult and laborious ministry. 
was no less dear to the heart cf my mother, 
who used to quote it in her easy chair, and on 
When the weight of afflic- 
tion overcame her feelings in the hours of trial, 
she used then tosay, * Let me sit down and rest 
mysclf, for we know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose.’ 
My father was removed in the middle of his 
pious carcer, and in the vigour of his manhood, 
leaving behind him little of the goods of this 
earth, but leaving a large and uneducated fami- 
ly. My mother was then confined in child-bed, 
having been delivered the day before my father 
The last words uttered by him to my 
mother, in this distressing situation, were, ¢ Call 
the child Christiana ;—all things must work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.’ 
make the measure full, it happened that all the 
rivers of the neighbourhood were overflowing 
at that season, causing on all sides inconve- 
nience, damage, and distress. 
then for a moment, [ beseech you, this scene 

My father, the support- 
My mother confined in 
child-bed—a numerous family clinging round 
hcr—and the water a foot deep in the ground 
Still, she always atlirmed 
that the happiest period of her life was this sea- 
son of calamity, in which she derived the ful- 
ness of consolation from the words of our text; 
so that when, a few days after my father had 
been carried to his place of rest, our house was 
robbed of every thing that could be borne away, 
and also of the last quarter’s salary, which my 
mother had received—and when, having dis- 
covered our loss, my eldest sister ran breathless 
into her mother’s chamber, exclaiming, ‘ Mother 
the thieves have stolen all we had in this world! 
—will this also work together for good ?’—this 
Christian replied,‘ Yes! for we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God.’—And the result justified her confidence.” 


Contemplate, 


Pulpit. 


perfections, as inanimate pictures of the invisi- 
ble glories of the invisible God. 
turn our eyes off from the material world, the 
meanest part of God’s creation, to the view of 
holy. intelligences, who were in a peculiar sense 
made after the image of God, here we shall be- 
hold living images of the living God. But 
still all this is finite; the inanimate pictures 
and the living images are finite; but God him- 
self is absolutely infinite. ‘These representa- 
tions, therefore, are very scanty, very deficient; 
and but a small portion of God can be-known 
Wherefore infinite wisdom hath 
laid a plan, in which he himself, as it were, 
may cease to be invisible, may come out to the 
view of the intellectual system in all his glory, 
in the person of Jesus Christ his Son, “ who is 
the image of the invisible God,” even “the 
brightness of his glory and the express image 
The veil is rent, the holy of 
holies is exposed to public view, and the glory 
of the Lord is to be seen by saints on earth, 
and principalities and powers in heaven, in the 
face of JesusChrist. “This manifestation there- 
fore of God, in and by Jesus Christ, which is 
called the Gospel, is. the completest and bright- 
ng | est exhibition of all the divine perfections that 


REVELATION. 


Amidst innumerable and undeniable marks 
of divine wisdom and goodness, we find in the 
world confusion, sin and misery. 
informs us that it was not created in this disor- 
dered state; that a great change had taken 
place in it, occasioned by the fault of a human 
pair, its first inhabitants; by which means 
their posterity are fallen into a worse condition 
than had been originally prepared for them by 
their gracious Creator. 
made not, took possession of the world, and 
guilt and pain have a large dominion in it; and 
might have stretched their empire toa dreadful 
extent, had not a person of divine nature and 
attributes, united, in a manner incomprehensi- 
ble, with the Supreme Father of all things, 
been pleased, by the Father’s appointment, 
and out of his own inconceivable goodness, to 
interpose in our behalf. 
He came down from heaven; and still 
continuing to be one with the supreme Na- 
|ture, he assumed ours. He became man; he 
lived upon earth, did good, endured pain, 
preached piety and righteousness, worked won- 
ders, suffered death as a malefactor, restored 
to hhfe, retu 


of his person.” 


which she was involved during the dark ages ; | 


Death, which God 


| other divine person, who with him and the Fa-'| happy, ithas imparted their principlesand their ===. 

ther, is one God, blessed for ever. 
All this, you seem to say, is strange and won- 
It is so. The divine existence, eter- 
ternity, infinity, which yet reason obliges us to 
acknowledge, is very wonderful. The divine 
government of the world, which we experience, 
i3 in many instances exceedingly astonishing. 
The world is filled with wonders; and if you at- 
tempt ignorantly to remove them, they become 
If you deny what is strange, you must 
admit what is impossible.—Ogden. 


he- felicity. 

tion on its a ct beauty, as a a of truth 

but its influence in promoting . 

of mankind, in every possible situation of ig- . 
norance, guilt, and wretchedness, has never 

failed to convince me of its celestial origin.and | 

infinite value. To your troubled and fearfully 
apprehensive spirit, it appears like that side of .. 

the pillar of the wilderness, whose palpable 

darkness inspired the Egyptian host with per- | 
plexity and terror; while, to millions who do- 

not wish to dwell in a fatherless world, andto . — 
whom the revealed doctrine of a Providence 
‘jis a breathing harmony ;’ it is like the oppo- 
site side of that pillar, to the favoured Jsrael- 
ites—the symbol of Deity, a moving monu- | 
ment of hallowed flame, that lights, and guides, 
and cheers them through the desert.—Happi- . 
NESS. 


THE ATMOSPHERE. 


When we reflect upon this ever-agitated het- 
erogeneous fluid, compounded of the most active 
elements of life and destruction, constantly com- 
bining,—separating, now evident to the most 
ordinary sense, now escaping the grasp of ima- 
gination, we cannot rationally, be surprised at 
the little, comparatively, that is really known 
All within the power of the 
most ardent student is to collect the few 
facts that are established, to dismiss conjecture 
and hypothesis, and to apply himself to make 
additions to our knowledge by carefully observ- 
ing, and accurately and luminously describing, 
the process during which he is permitted to be 


Such concerning it. 


respectfully in regard to the Deity than he was ‘ 
wont to deport himself. He was always re- 
served in his discourses concerning religion. 
He never spake of the Deity but with the 
greatest circumspection, always with much 
discretion and good sense, accompanied witha 
noble and elevated manner in his expression. 
He was continually on his guard, lest he 
should let any thing escape, either in his wri- 
ting or speaking, that might be thought de- 
rogatory from the respect due to religion. His 
delicacy in that article was extreme. _ 


“‘ By invisible, but everéactive agencies, the 
waters of the dcepare raised into the air, whence 
their distribution follows, as it were by mea- 
sure and weight, in proportion to the beneficial 
effects which they are calculated to produce. 
By gradual, but almost insensible expansions, 
the equipoised currents of the atmosphere are 
disturbed, the stormy winds arise, and the 
waves of the sea are lifted up; and that stagna- 
tion of air and water is prevented, which would 
be fatal to animal existence. 
which operates is calculated and proportioned ; 
the very agent which causes the disturbance, 
bears with it its own check, and the storm, as it 
vents its force, is itself setting the bounds of its 


thoughts roll along as thunder. Thucydides 
among the Greeks, and Sallust among the Ro- 
mans, remotely give us some idea of Hosea’s 
diction. 


But the force 


an Italian as that nation ever bred, afterhe had sy 
read all good authors, rested in the Bible as the 
only book. 


It is evident, from a slight view of these 
‘complicated and beautiful contrivances,” that 
it is hopeless to expect that all the causes of 
the phenomena of the atmosphere will ever be 
entirely attained by human science. 
sent but few are known, and those imperfectly. 
Amongst the principal ones which most affect 
the subject of our present inquiry are, undoubt- 
edly, heat and electricity. 
suspends the evaporated waters invisibly in the 
air, until some more powerful attraction dis- 
solves the union, and the deserted moisture, ex- 
posed to view, falls again to the earth, and re- 
visits itin the varied forms of clouds, mist, rain, 
dew, snow, hail, sleet, and hoar-frost. 
tricity may be principally attributed the more 
splendid phenomena of lightning, aurora-bore- 
alis, and the other igneous meteors. 
effect of these causes, variously combined and 
infinitely modificd by other agents, is felt in 
those currents of atmospheric air, which are de- 
scribed by a sacred writer, as “ going toward 
the north, and toward the south, as whirling 
about continually and returning again according 
to their circuits.”—Am. Almanac. 


praise of goodness with the practice, and who — 
believe themselves mild and moderate, charita- 
ble and fruitful, because they have exerted 
their eloquence in commendation of mildness, 
fidelity, and other virtues. | 4 _ 


The first raises and 


But the 


ADDRESS TO A 
Let me not hear your horrible confession of 
faith. Youroracle has laughed in derision at ‘the 
comfortable creed some Christians have.’ 
even the gloomy annals of fanaticism,which ex- 
hibit the Gospel, distorted, calummiated, and 
yet believed, have never furnished any thing 
so unnatural, so cruel, and appalling, as 
the doctrines which you have now avowed. 
You invert the order of nature; instead of ex- 
alting the human being, and favouring its aspi- 
rations after something beyond itself, more 
beautiful than earth, and more permanent than 
time, you degrade its character, and blight its 
Your ambition is not to soar, but to 
sink. You erase from the human mind the 
only idea suited to its glorious faculties, and 
which it can worthily cherish—the idea of a 
Diety, which, unlike every other with which we 
are familiar, is capable of continual expansion, 
enlarges with our intellectual powers, ranges 
through all space, stretches beyond all limited 
duration, which, in the eloquent language of the 
Christian Demosthenes, borrows splendor from | , 
all that is fair, subordinates to itself all that is 
great, and sits enthroned on the riches of the 
But this is not the season for argu- 
ment on sucha snbject; and, indeed, your case 
is not one to which reasoning, in the first in- 
stance, can be beneficially applied. | Your dis- 
ease is in the heart. 
force its evidence upon the bad. The good 
alone discern its reality, and feel its power. It 
is by doing the will of God, according to the 
dictates of natural conscience, that we are 
qualified to appreciate and receive the doctrines | 
By sinning against one, 
we deprive ourselves of the guidance of both. 
The atheism of the life is the root and principle 
from which proceeds the mental renunciation 
He that lives without God, will 
, when such denial be- 


N INFIDEL. 


Brsie by L. A. Key, is from the pen of the Rev. 


ferences and readings are more correct and use- 


To Christianity does not 


of revealed religion. 


be led to deny his bein 
comes necessary to his repose; and he that 
converts, what ought to be the object of hope, 
into an agent of terror, will be induced, in his 
own defence, to reason it out of existence; 
and, after a series of efforts, his conscience 
may at last be brought to espouse the cause of 
his infidelity. You have even admitted this. 
You ask, what can you gain from religion but 
Are you not aware, that by this ad- 
mission, you are conceding to religion a divine 
purity, an ethical excellence, which can never 
be reconciled with the character of imposture ? 
lf Christianity be true, or if you admit its 
truth, you confess that you must be the victim 
This surely must arise from a per- 
suasion that you are not entitled to its conso- 
What a state of heart must that be, 
which renders immortality a subject of dread- 
ful apprehension ; which converts the richest 
boon of heaven into its direst curse! 

If the Gospel were, as you impiously ima- 
gine, ‘a cunningly devised fable,’ would it not 
aid the cause of falsehood? Instead of en- 
lightening, would it not pervert the conscience ; 
and, instead of inflicting the pangs of remorse, 
would if not soothe the anguish which guilt 
naturally produces? How does it happen, that 
a system of imposture, and personal criminali- 
ty, which flow from the same source, and ac- 
knowledge the same parent, should be so much 
at variance; that a religion, founded on a lie, 
should shake the conscience with a thousand 
terrors ; and that the farther a man proceeds in 
the course of guilt, the greater is his enmity to 
that which is itself a master-piece of wicked- 
ness? In the season of cool and calm reflec- 
tion, perhaps you will be able to solve this 
moral enigma. | 

I have been young, and now am old; but, 
in all the agitating and varying scenes of three 
score years and ten, I have always found that 
the Christian religion improves the character, 
and consoles the heart. It has uniformly ban- 


Revelation 


I have dwelt with the purest satisfac. — 
well-being 


DES CARTES. 
Never did any philosopher behave more 


HOSEA THE PROPHET. 
The language of Hosea is all fire. His | 


MARCILIUS FICINUS. 
That great philosophic soul, and as learned 


There are men who always confound the. Fe 


NEW PUBLICATION. 


TO CLERGYMEN, SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS, AND OTHERS. 


THE POLYGLOTT 


POCKET BIBLE, 
With 60,000 References. 


KEY & MIELKE, 
No. 115 MARKET STREET, 


HAS just MITTS a splendid edition of the 
POLYGLOTT POCKET BIBLE, the 
authorized version, with marginal readings and 
parallel passages, in the centre. . 
This is the first and only pocket edition of the 
Bible, with parallel references in a centre column, 
ever published inthe United States ; anditis much 
more convenient than those with references at th I 
bottom of the page. 
The Rev. H. Horne, in speaking of. the London q 
edition of the Bible, (from which the above is print- - 
ed,) in his Introduction to the study of Scripture, 
volume 2d, page 527, says—‘‘ This edition is the a 
most elegant and useful of all the Pocket Editions 
of the entire English Bible, with parallel referen- 
ces ; and contains a new selection of upwards of 
60,000 references to passages that are really 
parallel.” : 
This Bible is not more than half as thick as 
Pocket Bibles generally. 


The following letter on the subject of the in- 
tended publication of the PotycLotT Pocket 


Dr. Thos. M‘Auley, of this city, the publication 
of which is deemed proper here, 


Phila. 5th Oct’r, 1830. 

Dear Sir, | 

It has given me great pleasure to learn, that you 
have undertaken to give to the public, a neat, cor- 
rect, and elegant, stereotyfie cofty of the ENGLISH 
PotyGLotr Pocket BIBLE, with its marginal 
references and readings in a middle column. 
So far as I am able to judge, after several years" 
constant use of this Bible, I think the marginal re- 


ful for all common purposes, than any others ex- 
tant. Those of Canne, Scott, Brown, Blaney, Os-. 
tervald and others, are too numerous, and many of 
them entirely useless to the Christian in the closet 
or the scholar in the class: And are unpleasant: 
and unprofitable when crowded into the margins of 
a pocket Bible,—while those of the Polyglott are 
few, yet containing all that is highly important, 
and by a very ingenious arrangement, are placed 
without confusion in a small middle column, with- 
out injuring or obscuring the face of the page. fi 
The English copies of this Bible are too broad 
and dong for convenient use, and the price is too 

high tor common use. But your arrangement to 

reduce both the fage and the frice, and yet to re- 

tain all the benefit and beauty of the Bible, will 

entitle you to the merit of having put into the hands, 
ofthe youth of your country, a reference Bible 

every way suited tothe Closet, the Sabbath School, 

andthe Bible Class. And should your Stereotype 
plates be rendered sufficiently accurate, which we 

confidently expect, you cannot fail, of command- 

ing a most extensive sale. The necessities and 

the convenience of the whole community call loud-. 
ly for an American Edition of this valuable and 

well-prepared Bible. 

“Wishing you all possible success in your most 
praiseworthy efforts, and full remuneration for 
your risks, and cares and labours, 

I remain, dear sir, 
Your friend, and servant in the G 
THOS. M‘AULEY. 
Pastor of the Tenth mee Church, 
corner of Walnut Twelfth sts. 
Mr. L. A. Key. 


Further recommendations could have been easi- 
ly inserted here ; but the above contains such full 
and satisfactory evidence of the nature and utility 
of the work, as to preclude the necessity of any 


thing more, March 23—6t. 


PROPOSALS 
For fiublishing by by Add. Wodrow, 


omney, Va. | | 
A SMALL WORK, containing two Essays,— 
one on the connection between the Bodykind ~ 
Mind, the other on the influence of Nervous -Dis- 
orders on Religious Experience, with advice to 
Nervous Dyspeptics, from the works of Dr. James 
Johnson, author of several valuable works on Dis- 
eases of the Stomach, Liver, and derangement af 
the Nervous System. Also, from Dr. Trotter, on 
Lag Diseases, and their influence on Body and 


These Essays were first published in the Chris- . 

tian Spectator, at New Haven, some years since, 

and are referred to by the Author of the Memoirs | 
of the Rev. Edward Payson, dec’d. and highly re- bY 
commended by him to the attention 6f all who 
wish to see and understand more cleanly the con- 
nection existing between the Mind an Body, and 
pee reciprocal influence that each exerts on the 
other. 


CONDITIONS. 

The work will contain about 70 pages of 18mo. 
printed on good paper and small neat type, bound 
neatly in boards, and delivered to subscribers at 
374 cents per single opy—-sr when three or more 
taken, at 31 1-4 cents.-1t-will be published’ so. s00n 


idhed the woos of tho misérable, “who hare}. 


subscribers are obtained. 
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